	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
D-DAY AND THE LIBERATION OF EUROPE


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	D-Day and the Liberation of Europe


On-slide summary: D-Day and the Liberation of Europe; June 6, 1944 and the Road Back Into France
TALKING POINTS
	•  The through-line to hold onto is simple: Germany had held Western Europe for four years, and freeing it meant putting an army back onto a defended coast.
•  The subtitle promises June 6, 1944 and the road back into France, so say up front that this lesson runs from 1940 to the German surrender.
	
	•  What would it take to land an army on a coast the enemy has fortified for four years?
•  The word back in the subtitle is deliberate: the Allies had been thrown out of France in 1940, and this lesson is about how they returned.



	BACKGROUND
•  This lesson follows the Pacific-war lessons and runs from the fall of France in 1940 to the German surrender in May 1945.
•  The Holocaust and the end of the war in Europe are covered later in the unit, so this lesson stops at the surrender in one line.
•  Both photographs in the deck are public domain United States government work held by the National Archives.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What would it take to land an army on a coast the enemy has fortified for four years?
•  Why is a beach one of the hardest places in the world to attack?
•  The subtitle calls this the road back into France. What does the word back tell you about 1940?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students open the Guided Notes now; the first blanks come from the slide on occupied Europe that follows.



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Explain why the Allies needed a cross-Channel invasion of France in 1944.; Describe how deception and planning prepared the way for the landings.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Target one is why the invasion had to happen and target two is how it was disguised; those two carry the first half of the lesson.
•  Target three is the comparison students remember: five landing beaches, one morning, and very different results.
	
	•  Which of these five targets sounds hardest to you right now?
•  Target five means students read Eisenhower's actual June 6, 1944 Order of the Day for themselves in Activity Part 4.



	BACKGROUND
•  Targets one and two are about why and how the invasion was mounted; target three is the comparison at the center of the Activity.
•  The Activity's Primary Source Spotlight is scored against target five.
•  Quiz questions 1 to 4 cover the plan, 5 to 9 cover the landing itself, and 10 to 12 cover what followed.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these five targets do you already know something about?
•  Why would a lesson about one day spend a target on deception?
•  Target three asks you to compare five beaches. What would make two beaches on the same coast turn out so differently?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on this slide; the Guided Notes open at SECTION 3, so read these targets aloud - they are printed again in the BY THE END, YOU CAN box on page 1 of the Activity packet.



	SLIDE 3
	Europe Under German Occupation


On-slide summary: Europe Under German Occupation; By 1940 Germany held France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Norway.; Britain stood alone in the west until the United States entered the war.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Start with the geography: by 1940 Germany held France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Norway, so the Allies had no army anywhere on the continent.
•  The Soviet Union fought the German army almost by itself in the east, and that fact drives everything on the next slide.
	
	•  What does it mean for a country to be occupied rather than simply defeated?
•  Millions of people in occupied Europe lived under Nazi rule for four years, and the callout makes the same point about the coast itself.



	BACKGROUND
•  France signed an armistice with Germany on June 22, 1940, six weeks after the German attack in the west began.
•  Germany invaded the Soviet Union in June 1941, and from then until 1944 the great majority of German divisions were committed in the east.
•  The United States declared war in December 1941, but American troops fought first in North Africa and Italy, not in France.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does it mean for a country to be occupied rather than simply defeated?
•  Why could the Allies not attack Germany directly from Britain?
•  The Soviet Union fought the German army almost alone for three years. How would that shape what Stalin asked his allies for?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 3 blanks the Netherlands, the Soviet Union, and the defended coast.



	SLIDE 4
	Why an Invasion, and Why 1944


On-slide summary: Why an Invasion, and Why 1944; Note: A 1942 raid on the French port of Dieppe lost more than half its force.; Why the Allies Had to Land
TALKING POINTS
	•  Work the left column first: Germany could not be driven out of France from the air, so an army had to land.
•  The right column is the honest answer to why the Allies waited, needing landing craft, air superiority, trained troops, and the right tide, moon, and weather.
	
	•  Why can bombing alone not free an occupied country?
•  The 1942 raid on the French port of Dieppe lost more than half its force in a day, which is the evidence that the delay was caution rather than cowardice.



	BACKGROUND
•  Stalin pressed Britain and the United States for a landing in France from 1942 onward, and the delay strained the alliance badly.
•  The Dieppe raid of August 19, 1942 put about 6,000 men ashore, mostly Canadians; more than half were killed, wounded, or captured in a single day.
•  The invasion needed a late-rising moon for the night drop and a low tide at dawn so beach obstacles were visible, which left only a few possible dates each month.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which reason on the left do you think mattered most to the Allies?
•  Why can bombing alone not free an occupied country?
•  Dieppe cost more than half the force in one day. What should commanders have learned from a raid that went that badly?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 4 blanks France, the western battlefront, and the weather.



	SLIDE 5
	Making Germany Look the Wrong Way


On-slide summary: Making Germany Look the Wrong Way; The problem; Germany knew an invasion was coming but not where it would land
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk the four rows in order: the problem, the trick, the name, and the result.
•  The trick was a fake army of dummy tanks and radio traffic gathered opposite Calais, far from the real target in Normandy.
	
	•  How do you convince an enemy of something that is not true?
•  The result row is the payoff: Germany held its strongest divisions at Calais for weeks after June 6, still waiting for a second landing.



	BACKGROUND
•  Calais is the narrowest point of the English Channel, about 21 miles from England, which made it the obvious place for an invasion and therefore the perfect place to fake one.
•  The deception used inflatable tanks, plywood landing craft, and a stream of fake radio traffic assigned to an army group that existed only on paper.
•  German commanders held the Fifteenth Army near Calais well into July 1944, waiting for a second landing that was never planned.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would Germany expect the invasion to come at Calais?
•  How do you convince an enemy of something that is not true?
•  The deception kept working for weeks after the real landing. Why would that matter more than fooling Germany on the first morning?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 5 blanks the invasion, Calais, Operation Fortitude, and the divisions held back, one from each row.



	SLIDE 6
	The Plan in Three Words


On-slide summary: The Plan in Three Words; Operation Overlord; The code name for the Allied invasion of Nazi-occupied France in 1944
TALKING POINTS
	•  Sort the three before explaining: Operation Overlord and Operation Fortitude are code names, while Second Front describes a purpose.
•  The Operation Fortitude definition carries the whole deception in one line, that Germany was convinced the invasion would hit Calais.
	
	•  What does the gap between the Soviet demand in 1942 and the landing in 1944 tell you about the alliance?
•  The callout names the paradox worth carrying forward: the largest seaborne invasion in history rested on a lie about where it would land.



	BACKGROUND
•  Overlord was the code name for the whole campaign in northwest Europe; Neptune was the code name for the naval assault phase on June 6 itself.
•  Fortitude had two halves: Fortitude North pointed at Norway and Fortitude South, the larger effort, pointed at Calais.
•  The phrase second front was the political demand from 1942; Overlord was the military answer to it two years later.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these three words names a purpose rather than an operation?
•  Why do armies give operations code names at all?
•  The Soviets asked for a western battlefront from 1942. What does the gap between the demand and the landing tell you about the alliance?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 6 blanks all three terms, with each definition printed as the clue.



	SLIDE 7
	June 6, 1944: The Longest Day


On-slide summary: June 6, 1944: The Longest Day; After midnight; Paratroopers and glider troops landed behind the German coastal defenses
TALKING POINTS
	•  Put a finger on each row in order: after midnight, dawn, 6:30 a.m., and by nightfall.
•  Paratroopers and glider troops landed behind the German coastal defenses hours before the first ramps dropped on the beaches.
	
	•  Why would Gold, Juno, and Sword go in an hour later than Utah and Omaha?
•  By nightfall about 132,000 troops were ashore and none of the beaches had been lost, which is the only figure that mattered that night.



	BACKGROUND
•  Three airborne divisions, two American and one British, landed behind the beaches during the night to seize bridges, causeways, and gun batteries.
•  The naval bombardment lasted roughly 40 minutes on the American beaches and about twice as long on the British and Canadian beaches.
•  H-Hour was 6:30 a.m. on Utah and Omaha and about an hour later on Gold, Juno, and Sword, because the tide turns later further east.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why send troops in by parachute hours before the ships arrive?
•  What does landing at low tide gain, and what does it cost?
•  By nightfall none of the five beaches had been lost. Why is holding ground the real test of a landing rather than how far inland you get?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 7 blanks the paratroopers, the bombers, the hour-later landings at Gold, Juno, and Sword, and the 132,000 troops, one from each row.



	SLIDE 8
	Troops Wade Ashore at Omaha Beach, June 6, 1944


On-slide summary: Troops Wade Ashore at Omaha Beach, June 6, 1944; Note: Coast Guard photo.; Ramp of a landing craft
TALKING POINTS
	•  Give the class thirty silent seconds with this Omaha Beach photograph before anyone speaks.
•  The photographer was standing in the landing craft with the troops, which is why we are looking at their backs over the lowered ramp.
	
	•  What does this photograph add to the word landing that a casualty figure cannot?
•  This is an official Coast Guard photo from the morning of June 6, 1944, and the water those men wade through is chest-deep.



	BACKGROUND
•  United States Coast Guard photograph by Chief Photographer's Mate Robert F. Sargent, taken from a landing craft off Omaha Beach on the morning of June 6, 1944.
•  The photograph is public domain as a work of the United States federal government and is reproduced here without its archival caption.
•  It is the single most reproduced image of the invasion, and it shows the approach rather than the fighting, which is why it can be used honestly in a classroom.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What does this photograph show that a casualty figure cannot?
•  Why are we looking at the backs of these men rather than their faces?
•  The water in this picture is chest-deep and the beach is still a long way off. What does that add to the word landing?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No Guided Notes blank is bound to this photograph; it supports the June 6 sequence that precedes it.



	SLIDE 9
	The Five Beaches


On-slide summary: The Five Beaches; Utah; United States
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read down the casualties column: about 200 at Utah, about 2,000 at Omaha, about 400 at Gold, about 1,200 at Juno, and about 630 at Sword.
•  The troops ashore column matters too, because Omaha landed about 34,000 men against about 23,000 at Utah, only about a third more.
	
	•  What could account for a ten-to-one difference between two American beaches on the same morning?
•  Students use this table of the five beaches again in Activity Part 3, where they add the casualties column, divide Omaha by Utah, and compare troops ashore.



	BACKGROUND
•  The five beach names run west to east along about 50 miles of the Normandy coast: Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno, Sword.
•  These casualty figures are the standard published estimates and count killed, wounded, and missing together, not deaths alone.
•  The five beach rows in this table sum to about 132,000 troops ashore; the published seaborne total is 132,715, which some sources round up to 133,000.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which row on this table surprises you most?
•  Does landing more troops always mean taking more casualties?
•  Utah and Omaha were both American beaches attacked on the same morning by the same plan. What could account for a ten-to-one difference?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 9 blanks the 34,000 ashore at Omaha, the 1,200 Canadian casualties at Juno, and the 200 at Utah, straight from this table.



	SLIDE 10
	Why Omaha Was the Costly One


On-slide summary: Why Omaha Was the Costly One; Note: About 2,000 Americans were killed, wounded, or missing at Omaha on June 6.; What Went Wrong
TALKING POINTS
	•  The left column answers the previous slide: high bluffs 100 feet behind the sand, a bombardment that fell inland, and 27 of 32 swimming tanks sunk.
•  A full-strength German division held the ground above the beach, and the warning about it never reached the men in the landing craft.
	
	•  What does it take to keep moving when a plan has already failed?
•  The right column matters as much: small groups climbed the bluffs, destroyers came close inshore, and by evening the Americans held a strip a mile deep.



	BACKGROUND
•  Omaha is the only one of the five beaches backed by steep bluffs; the other four rise gently from the sand.
•  Heavy bombers dropped their loads seconds late through cloud to avoid hitting the landing craft, so most bombs fell well inland of the defenses.
•  The German 352nd Infantry Division, a full-strength unit, had moved into the Omaha sector before the landing; its move was picked up, but the warning did not reach the assault troops in time.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which item in the left column would you fix first if you could?
•  What does it take to keep moving when a plan has already failed?
•  Destroyers came within a few hundred yards of the beach to fire on bunkers, which is far closer than doctrine allowed. When is breaking the rule the right call?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 10 blanks the bluffs, the bombardment falling inland, and the swimming tanks.



	SLIDE 11
	The Landing in Three Words


On-slide summary: The Landing in Three Words; D-Day; June 6, 1944, the day Allied forces landed on the beaches of Normandy
TALKING POINTS
	•  Sort the three by type: D-Day is a date, Normandy is a region, and Omaha Beach is one beach inside that region.
•  The D-Day definition pins the date to the place, June 6, 1944 on the beaches of Normandy, and that is the pairing students most often break.
	
	•  Why does Omaha Beach get remembered as though it were the whole invasion?
•  All three of these words reappear in the Activity packet, so this is the slide to point back to when students stall on Part 2.



	BACKGROUND
•  D-Day was a general military term for the unnamed start date of any operation; June 6, 1944 is simply the one everybody remembers.
•  Normandy is a large region of northern France, and the invasion front ran about 50 miles along its coast.
•  Omaha is a code name the Allies invented for the planning maps; it is not a French place name.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these three words names a date rather than a place?
•  Why would planners invent code names for real beaches?
•  Omaha is one beach inside Normandy. Why does it get remembered as though it were the whole invasion?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 11 blanks all three terms, with each definition printed as the clue.



	SLIDE 12
	Three Things That Made the Landing Work


On-slide summary: Three Things That Made the Landing Work; Surprise; Germany expected Calais.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Surprise is the card students underrate: Germany expected Calais, the weather looked wrong, and Rommel was away from the coast.
•  Firepower and numbers are the measurable half, with warships shelling the defenses, Allied aircraft owning the sky, and 132,000 troops landed by sea.
	
	•  Which of these three cards would you give up if you had to?
•  Bridges inland were bombed out weeks before June 6, which is worth saying out loud: the invasion began long before the landing craft sailed.



	BACKGROUND
•  Field Marshal Rommel, who commanded the coastal defenses, was in Germany on June 6 because the forecast had ruled out a landing that week.
•  About 11,000 Allied aircraft took part on June 6, and the German air force managed only a token response over the beaches.
•  Allied bombing had destroyed most bridges over the Seine and the Loire, which slowed German reinforcements moving toward Normandy for weeks.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these three cards would you give up if you had to?
•  How can bad weather ever be an advantage to an attacker?
•  Bridges inland were bombed out long before June 6. What does that tell you about when an invasion really begins?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 12 blanks Calais, the sky, and the ships, one from each card.



	SLIDE 13
	From the Beachhead to Paris


On-slide summary: From the Beachhead to Paris; June 1944; The five landings joined into one beachhead about 50 miles wide
TALKING POINTS
	•  The middle rows are the part students never hear: six weeks of hedgerow fighting before the breakout began west of Saint-Lo on July 25.
•  The five landings joined into one beachhead about 50 miles wide in June, and a German army was trapped at Falaise the month after the breakout.
	
	•  Why would a landing succeed and then take six weeks to move forward?
•  Paris was free 80 days after the landings, not the few weeks the planners hoped for, and French troops were sent into the city first on purpose.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Normandy hedgerows, called bocage, are earth banks topped with dense hedge that turned every field into a walled enclosure.
•  The American breakout began with Operation Cobra on July 25, 1944, west of Saint-Lo, and opened the road out of the hedgerow country.
•  French armored troops under General Leclerc entered Paris on August 24 to 25, 1944, and the German commander surrendered the city on August 25.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these four steps do you think was hardest?
•  Why would a landing succeed and then take six weeks to move forward?
•  The Allies deliberately sent French troops into Paris first. What was that decision meant to say?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 13 blanks the beachhead, the hedgerow fighting, Saint-Lo, and Falaise, one from each row.



	SLIDE 14
	Crowds Fill the Champs-Elysees After Paris Is Freed, August 1944


On-slide summary: Crowds Fill the Champs-Elysees After Paris Is Freed, August 1944; Note: U.S. OWI photo.; Crowds along the avenue
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point at the crowds rather than the vehicles; every person on that pavement had lived under German occupation for four years.
•  Say out loud that this is real color film from 1944 and not a colorized picture, which is why the Champs-Elysees looks so present.
	
	•  What is this crowd doing, and what had they been waiting for?
•  The banner reading VIVE DE GAULLE on the right is a genuine 1944 sign, and the Arc de Triomphe closes the far end of the avenue.



	BACKGROUND
•  Color photograph by Jack Downey of the United States Office of War Information, August 26, 1944, held by the Library of Congress with no known restrictions on publication.
•  The armored vehicles passing the Arc de Triomphe belong to General Leclerc's Free French 2nd Armored Division, the unit sent into Paris first.
•  A large banner reading VIVE DE GAULLE is held above the crowd on the right of the frame; Paris had been under German occupation since June 14, 1940, so these people had waited more than four years.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is the crowd in this photograph doing, and why?
•  Why would the Allies send French troops into Paris ahead of American ones?
•  These people had lived under occupation for four years. What would you want to ask one of them?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No Guided Notes blank is bound to this photograph; it supports the beachhead-to-Paris sequence that precedes it.



	SLIDE 15
	D-Day by the Numbers


On-slide summary: D-Day by the Numbers; Ships and landing craft; About 5,000
TALKING POINTS
	•  Work down the table: about 5,000 ships and landing craft, about 11,000 aircraft, about 132,000 troops by sea and about 23,000 by air.
•  The last row counts Allied casualties across all forces at about 10,000, larger than the five beach figures because it includes the air landings and the fighting inland.
	
	•  Is about one Allied soldier in fifteen a high price or a low one for a landing of this size?
•  Adding the troops landed by sea to the troops landed by air gives roughly 155,000 committed on June 6, which is what the casualty ratio measures against.



	BACKGROUND
•  The all-forces casualty figure of about 10,000 counts killed, wounded, and missing across the airborne drops, the sea landings, and the fighting inland on June 6.
•  The five beach figures on the previous slide come to about 4,400 and cover only the seaborne landings on the beaches themselves.
•  The table's own figures give roughly 155,000 troops committed on June 6 by sea and by air together; published totals usually round this to about 156,000.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which figure in this table is hardest to picture?
•  Why is the casualty figure here larger than the five beach figures?
•  About one soldier in fifteen who landed became a casualty. Is that a high price or a low one for a landing of this size?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 15 blanks the 5,000 ships, the 23,000 troops landed by air, and the 10,000 casualties.



	SLIDE 16
	The Liberation in Four Words


On-slide summary: The Liberation in Four Words; Airborne Troops; Soldiers dropped behind enemy lines by parachute or by landing glider
TALKING POINTS
	•  Sort the four by when they happened: Airborne Troops and Atlantic Wall belong to the landing, Beachhead and Liberation of Paris to what came after.
•  The Atlantic Wall definition names what the troops were attacking, a line of bunkers, guns, and beach obstacles along the coast.
	
	•  Why is holding a beachhead the harder half of a landing?
•  The Liberation of Paris definition carries the date, August 25, 1944, which is exactly 80 days after the landings began.



	BACKGROUND
•  Germany began building the coastal defense line in 1942 and Rommel had beach obstacles and mines added heavily in the spring of 1944.
•  Airborne troops arrived by parachute and by glider; the gliders carried jeeps, guns, and men who could not jump.
•  A beachhead has to be deep enough to put supplies and reinforcements ashore out of range of enemy artillery, which is why the first days matter so much.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these four words describes something built rather than done?
•  Why land troops behind the enemy line instead of in front of it?
•  A beachhead is held rather than captured. Why is holding ground the harder half of a landing?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 16 blanks all four terms, with each definition printed as the clue.



	SLIDE 17
	The Push Toward Germany


On-slide summary: The Push Toward Germany; Allied armies crossed France and Belgium in the autumn of 1944.; A German counterattack in the Ardennes was stopped in January 1945.
TALKING POINTS
	•  This slide is deliberately fast: France and Belgium in the autumn of 1944, the Ardennes counterattack stopped in January 1945, the Rhine crossed in March.
•  Soviet armies pushed toward Berlin from the east at the same time, so Germany was being closed on from two directions at once.
	
	•  Why did the war in Europe take another eleven months after D-Day?
•  Germany surrendered on May 8, 1945, and the eleven-month figure is the one to repeat, because students assume D-Day ended the war.



	BACKGROUND
•  Allied armies liberated Brussels on September 3, 1944, about three months after the landings.
•  The German counterattack in the Ardennes, usually called the Battle of the Bulge, began on December 16, 1944 and was contained by late January 1945.
•  American troops crossed the Rhine at Remagen on March 7, 1945 after finding a railway bridge still standing.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why did the war in Europe take another eleven months after D-Day?
•  What does it mean that two Allied armies were closing on Germany from opposite sides?
•  Germany counterattacked in the Ardennes six months after losing France. What does that tell you about how the war was going to end?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 17 blanks the Ardennes, the Rhine, and the year of the surrender.



	SLIDE 18
	Eisenhower Speaks to the Invasion Force


On-slide summary: Eisenhower Speaks to the Invasion Force; Remember: You will read this whole order in Activity Part 4.; You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward which we have striven these many months. The eyes of the world are upon you.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read the quotation aloud, then say plainly that this is what the commander chose to tell men about to get into landing craft.
•  Eisenhower issued this order to every soldier, sailor, and airman of the invasion force, and it was printed and handed out before they went.
	
	•  What does the phrase the eyes of the world are upon you ask of a soldier?
•  Students read this whole Order of the Day in Activity Part 4 and test its language against what actually happened at Omaha that morning.



	BACKGROUND
•  Eisenhower was Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Force, in command of American, British, Canadian, and other Allied troops.
•  The order went to the roughly 175,000 men of the whole expeditionary force, larger than the about 155,000 who landed on June 6 by sea and air, because it counted men in reserve and still afloat.
•  Eisenhower separately wrote a short note accepting full blame if the landing failed, which he kept in his wallet and never had to use.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Who was this order written for, and what was it meant to do?
•  What does the phrase the eyes of the world are upon you ask of a soldier?
•  Eisenhower also wrote a note taking the blame if the landing failed. What does having both texts tell you about the commander?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 18 blanks Crusade and world from the quotation.



	SLIDE 19
	Why D-Day Mattered


On-slide summary: Why D-Day Mattered; The Allies put an army back into Western Europe and kept it there.; Germany now had to fight full-scale wars in the east and the west.
TALKING POINTS
	•  The first two bullets are the military case: an Allied army was back in Western Europe to stay, and Germany now had to fight full-scale wars east and west.
•  The fourth bullet is the one historians argue about, that the western Allies rather than the Soviets freed France and Belgium.
	
	•  Could the war in Europe have been won without a landing in France?
•  The callout states the honest verdict: D-Day did not win the war by itself, but nothing after it went Germany's way.



	BACKGROUND
•  The German army had already been broken in the east at Stalingrad and Kursk before June 1944, which is why some historians rank Normandy below the eastern battles.
•  Other historians answer that Normandy decided how much of Europe the Soviets would occupy, and therefore what the map looked like for the next forty-five years.
•  The Activity's written response asks students to take a side on exactly this argument, so the two views are worth stating plainly here.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these five reasons is the strongest?
•  Could the war in Europe have been won without a landing in France?
•  The western Allies rather than the Soviets freed France. Why would that still matter in 1950?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 19 blanks the army, the west, and France.



	SLIDE 20
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Germany held Western Europe for four years before the Allies landed.; Deception convinced Germany the invasion would come at Calais.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Takeaway four is the one students reverse: Omaha cost about ten times what Utah cost on the same morning.
•  Takeaways one and two belong together, because Germany had held Western Europe for four years and deception decided where it waited.
	
	•  Which of these five would you defend in the Activity's written verdict?
•  Takeaway five closes the arc, from a free Paris on August 25 to the German surrender in May 1945.



	BACKGROUND
•  Takeaways one and two cover targets one and two; takeaways three and four cover target three; takeaway five covers target four.
•  Takeaway four is the comparison students most often get backwards; check that they can say which beach was the costly one.
•  The exit ticket tests the last third of the lesson: what followed the beachhead, what the landings forced Germany to do, and why D-Day matters.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these five mattered most?
•  Which one would a German commander in June 1944 have disputed?
•  Takeaway two says deception decided where Germany waited. Which takeaway would have to be false for the deception not to have mattered?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks here; students use this slide to check their completed Guided Notes.
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