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SECTION 3
Europe Under German Occupation
Where the War Stood in 1944
Germany held France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Norway by the summer of 1940.
The Soviet Union fought the German army almost by itself in the east.
Freeing Western Europe meant landing an army on a defended coast, four years after 1940.
 
SECTION 4
Why an Invasion, and Why 1944
Why They Had to Land, and Why It Took So Long
Germany could not be driven out of France from the air, so an army had to land.
The Soviets had demanded a western battlefront since 1942, two years before the invasion.
A coastal invasion needs tide, moon, and calm weather, which is why the date kept moving.
 
SECTION 5
Making Germany Look the Wrong Way
Four Steps in the Deception
Germany knew an invasion was coming but not where it would land, which was the whole problem.
A fake army of dummy tanks and radio traffic gathered opposite Calais, far from the real target.
The deception plan was code-named Operation Fortitude, and it ran for months before June 6.
Germany held its strongest divisions at Calais for weeks after June 6.
 
SECTION 6
The Plan in Three Words
Three Words That Frame the Plan
Operation Overlord - The code name for the Allied invasion of Nazi-occupied France in 1944
Operation Fortitude - The deception plan that convinced Germany the invasion would hit Calais
Second Front - The western battlefront the Soviets urged the Allies to open in Europe
 
SECTION 7
June 6, 1944: The Longest Day
Reading the Sequence
After midnight Paratroopers and glider troops landed behind the German coastal defenses.
At dawn warships and bombers opened fire on the beach defenses of Normandy.
At 6:30 a.m. ramps dropped at Utah and Omaha, then an hour later at Gold, Juno, and Sword.
By nightfall about 132,000 troops were ashore and none of the beaches had been lost.
 
SECTION 9
The Five Beaches
What the Table Shows
About 34,000 troops were ashore at Omaha by nightfall, more than at any other beach.
Canada landed at Juno and took about 1,200 casualties on June 6.
Utah cost about 200 casualties, the lightest count of the five beaches.
 
SECTION 10
Why Omaha Was the Costly One
What Went Wrong at Omaha
High bluffs rose 100 feet directly behind the sand at Omaha.
The air bombardment fell inland and missed the beach defenses entirely.
Twenty-seven of 32 swimming tanks sank in the rough water off Omaha.
 
SECTION 11
The Landing in Three Words
Three Words That Frame the Landing
D-Day - June 6, 1944, the day Allied forces landed on the beaches of Normandy
Normandy - The region of northern France where the Allies came ashore in June 1944
Omaha Beach - The American landing beach where high bluffs made the fighting costliest
 
SECTION 12
Three Things That Made the Landing Work
Surprise, Firepower, Numbers
Germany expected Calais, so much of the Normandy coast was thinly held, but not the bluffs above Omaha.
Allied aircraft owned the sky and the bridges inland were bombed out.
Over 5,000 ships crossed the Channel, and supplies followed within days.
 
SECTION 13
From the Beachhead to Paris
Four Steps to a Free Paris
In June the five landings joined into one beachhead about 50 miles wide.
Six weeks of hedgerow fighting through June and July ground forward toward Saint-Lo.
The breakout began on July 25 west of Saint-Lo and opened the road out of the hedgerows.
In August a German army was trapped in the Falaise pocket and Paris was free on August 25.
 
SECTION 15
D-Day by the Numbers
What the Figures Show
About 5,000 ships and landing craft took part in the invasion on June 6.
About 132,000 troops landed by sea and about 23,000 landed by air.
About 10,000 Allied casualties across all forces were counted on June 6.
 
SECTION 16
The Liberation in Four Words
Four Words That Frame the Liberation
Airborne Troops - Soldiers dropped behind enemy lines by parachute or by landing glider
Atlantic Wall - Germany's line of bunkers, guns, and beach obstacles along the coast
Beachhead - A strip of captured enemy shoreline held so more troops can land safely
Liberation of Paris - The Allied and French entry into the French capital on August 25, 1944
 
SECTION 17
The Push Toward Germany
From France to the German Surrender
A German counterattack in the Ardennes was stopped in January 1945.
The Allies crossed the Rhine into Germany in March 1945.
Germany surrendered on May 8, 1945, eleven months after D-Day.
 
SECTION 18
Eisenhower Speaks to the Invasion Force
The Lines Students Will Read Again
Eisenhower told the troops they were about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward which they had striven.
He wrote that the eyes of the world are upon you, in an order issued on June 6, 1944.
 
SECTION 19
Why D-Day Mattered
Review: What the Landings Achieved
The Allies put an army back into Western Europe and kept it there.
Germany now had to fight full-scale wars in the east and the west at the same time.
France was freed from four years of German occupation.
 
MORE LESSONS LESS PLANNING
Thank You!
	
	If you enjoyed this product, please do not forget to rate and review to assist other teachers.



	
	Looking for future discounts? Earn TPT credits by reviewing purchased products.



Please contact me if you have any issues with this product. Just like our students, I am always looking for opportunities to grow.
     © More Lessons Less Planning  |  morelessonslessplanning.com     ANSWER KEY
