	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
CONFUCIANISM AND SOCIAL ORDER


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Confucianism and Social Order


On-slide summary: Confucianism and Social Order; An academic look at how Confucian ideas about family, respect, and proper relationships shaped Chinese society and government.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open with the driving question: how did ideas that begin inside the family end up ordering a whole society and its government?
•  State the unit ground rule aloud: we study Confucianism as a philosophy and ethical-social system, describing it neutrally and never ranking belief systems.
	
	•  Preview the two halves of the lesson: the core Confucian ideas (filial piety, the five relationships, ren, li, and the junzi) and how they shaped Chinese government.
•  Tell students they will finish by reading part of the Analects of Confucius as a primary source and matching its sayings to the ideas they learned.



	BACKGROUND
•  Frame the day: this is an academic study of a belief system. We describe what Confucianism teaches and how it shaped Chinese society; we do not treat it as religious instruction or rank it against other traditions.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Confucianism and Social Order classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How might a set of ideas about family and respect end up shaping an entire government?
•  What is the difference between studying a belief system and practicing it?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	What You Will Learn


On-slide summary: What You Will Learn; Explain who Confucius was and what Confucianism is.; Define filial piety, the five relationships, ren, li, and the junzi.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk each learning target and tie it to a section: who Confucius was, the core virtues and relationships, how the ideas shaped government, and the primary source.
•  Flag target two: students should be able to define AND use filial piety, the five relationships, ren, li, and the junzi, not just recognize them.
	
	•  Point out the comparative angle: Confucianism sits beside the religions studied elsewhere in this world-belief-systems unit.
•  Preview the payoff: by the end, students will match sayings from the Analects to the Confucian ideas they learned.



	BACKGROUND
•  Preview the four goals; stress target two (define the five key terms) and target three (how Confucian ideas shaped government), which anchor the lesson.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make What You Will Learn classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of the four targets sounds most new to you?
•  Why might it matter to define each Confucian term precisely?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the targets slide.



	SLIDE 3
	Who Was Confucius? What Is Confucianism?


On-slide summary: Who Was Confucius? What Is Confucianism?; Key Concept: CONFUCIANISM is the ethical system based on CONFUCIUS's teachings, collected in the ANALECTS.; Confucius, the teacher
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define CONFUCIUS (Kong Qiu, c. 551 to 479 BCE) as the Chinese teacher and philosopher whose ideas became Confucianism.
•  Define CONFUCIANISM as an ethical and philosophical system that stresses moral conduct, respect in the family, and proper relationships.
	
	•  Define the ANALECTS as the collected sayings of Confucius, written down by his followers - the central Confucian text.
•  Set up the image slide: the next slide shows a traditional Chinese portrait painting of Confucius held by the National Palace Museum.



	BACKGROUND
•  Establish the basics: Confucius (Kong Qiu, c. 551 to 479 BCE) was a teacher and philosopher; his sayings are collected in the Analects; Confucianism is the ethical-social system built on his teachings.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Who Was Confucius? What Is Confucianism? classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might a time of disorder push a thinker to focus on morality and respect?
•  What does it mean to call Confucianism a philosophy or ethical system rather than a religion of gods?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: CONFUCIUS was the teacher/philosopher; CONFUCIANISM is the ethical system; the ANALECTS are his collected sayings.



	SLIDE 4
	A Traditional Portrait of Confucius


On-slide summary: A Traditional Portrait of Confucius; Traditional Chinese portrait of Confucius (National Palace Museum).
TALKING POINTS
	•  Note that this is a traditional Chinese portrait painting of Confucius from the National Palace Museum - a historical artwork, not a photograph.
•  Ask students: why do we have paintings of Confucius but no photograph, and what does that tell us about how the tradition remembered him?
	
	•  Draw the connection to the previous slide: this portrait shows Confucius, the teacher whose sayings became the Analects and whose ideas became Confucianism.
•  Point out respectfully that studying this portrait of Confucius as a historical artwork fits our academic, neutral treatment of the belief system.



	BACKGROUND
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make A Traditional Portrait of Confucius classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?
•  How would you explain A Traditional Portrait of Confucius in your own words?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should be able to connect their notes to: A Traditional Portrait of Confucius



	SLIDE 5
	Filial Piety: Respect Begins at Home


On-slide summary: Filial Piety: Respect Begins at Home; Filial piety; Filial piety is the duty of respect, obedience, and care that children owe to their parents and elders.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define FILIAL PIETY as respect, obedience, and care that children owe to parents and elders.
•  Stress that Confucians called it the ROOT virtue - every other virtue grows from it.
	
	•  Explain the outward spread: honoring parents trains a person to honor elders, teachers, and rulers.
•  Preview: this respect within the family is the first of the five relationships on the next slide.



	BACKGROUND
•  Define filial piety precisely: the duty of respect, obedience, and care children owe parents and elders, seen by Confucians as the root of all other virtues.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Filial Piety: Respect Begins at Home classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would Confucius call respect for parents the 'root' of every other virtue?
•  How could a value learned at home shape how a person treats teachers or rulers?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blank: FILIAL PIETY is the duty of respect and care children owe parents and elders.



	SLIDE 6
	The Five Relationships and Hierarchy


On-slide summary: The Five Relationships and Hierarchy; Key Concept: The FIVE RELATIONSHIPS order society through HIERARCHY, where each role carries duties in both directions.; The Five Relationships
TALKING POINTS
	•  List the FIVE RELATIONSHIPS on the board: ruler-subject, father-son, husband-wife, elder-younger sibling, friend-friend.
•  Define HIERARCHY as ranking by status and role, and note four relationships are unequal while friends are equals.
	
	•  Emphasize reciprocity: the senior owes care and example; the junior owes respect - it is not one-way.
•  Connect back: this is filial piety scaled up from the family to the whole of society.



	BACKGROUND
•  Define the five relationships (ruler-subject, father-son, husband-wife, elder-younger sibling, friend-friend) and hierarchy (ranking by role), stressing that duty runs both ways.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Five Relationships and Hierarchy classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might Confucius base social order on relationships rather than on written laws?
•  How does 'duty runs both ways' change what hierarchy means here?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: the FIVE RELATIONSHIPS order society; HIERARCHY ranks people by role.



	SLIDE 7
	Ren and Li: How a Good Person Acts


On-slide summary: Ren and Li: How a Good Person Acts; Ren - benevolence; Ren is the virtue of benevolence, or humaneness: treating others with kindness and empathy.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define REN as benevolence or humaneness - treating others with kindness and empathy.
•  Define LI as proper conduct, ritual, and courtesy - acting correctly according to one's role and custom.
	
	•  Explain the pairing: ren is the right feeling, li is the right action; a good person has both.
•  Extension: ask students for a modern example of good manners (li) that also shows real care (ren).



	BACKGROUND
•  Define ren (benevolence/humaneness - kindness and empathy) and li (proper conduct, ritual, courtesy - behaving correctly for one's role).
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Ren and Li: How a Good Person Acts classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might a system of ethics need both an inner virtue (ren) and outward conduct (li)?
•  Can someone follow all the correct manners (li) without real kindness (ren)? What would be missing?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: REN is benevolence; LI is proper conduct and courtesy.



	SLIDE 8
	The Junzi: The Confucian 'Gentleman'


On-slide summary: The Junzi: The Confucian 'Gentleman'; Key Concept: The JUNZI is the morally cultivated 'gentleman' who does what is right, not merely what is profitable.; The junzi
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define JUNZI as the 'superior person' or 'gentleman' - the Confucian model of moral character.
•  Stress that it is earned through effort, not inherited - anyone can strive to become a junzi.
	
	•  Contrast with the 'small-minded person': right vs profit, demands on oneself vs on others.
•  Preview the primary source: students will find the 'superior person' saying in the Analects excerpt.



	BACKGROUND
•  Define the junzi as the Confucian ideal 'superior person' or 'gentleman' - defined by moral character, not birth - who does what is right rather than what is profitable.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make The Junzi: The Confucian 'Gentleman' classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is it important that Confucius said anyone can become a junzi, regardless of birth?
•  What does it mean to 'make demands on yourself rather than on others'?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blank: the JUNZI is the morally cultivated superior person/gentleman.



	SLIDE 9
	Social Harmony: From Family to State


On-slide summary: Social Harmony: From Family to State; Social harmony; Social harmony is the Confucian goal of a peaceful, orderly society.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define SOCIAL HARMONY as a peaceful, orderly society - the aim of every Confucian idea so far.
•  Explain how it is achieved: fulfilling roles, honoring the five relationships, practicing ren and li.
	
	•  Draw the family-to-state parallel: an orderly household models an orderly government.
•  Discussion: ask whether harmony through accepted roles is a strength, a limit, or both.



	BACKGROUND
•  Define social harmony as the Confucian goal of a peaceful, orderly society, achieved when people fulfill roles, honor the relationships, and practice ren and li.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Social Harmony: From Family to State classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would Confucius treat the family as the model for the whole state?
•  Is order that comes from everyone accepting their role a strength or a limit? Why?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blank: SOCIAL HARMONY is the goal of a peaceful, orderly society.



	SLIDE 10
	How Confucianism Shaped Government


On-slide summary: How Confucianism Shaped Government; Key Concept: Confucian ideas shaped China's government - rule by educated, moral SCHOLAR-OFFICIALS who served social harmony.; Confucianism and government
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain that Confucian ideas shaped Chinese government for over two millennia - a huge historical impact.
•  Define the ideal official as junzi-like: educated, honest, dutiful, chosen for learning.
	
	•  Introduce SCHOLAR-OFFICIALS: men who studied Confucian texts like the Analects and staffed the government.
•  Tie it together: the goal of this system was social harmony, the Confucian aim from the previous slide.



	BACKGROUND
•  Show the political payoff: Confucian ideas shaped Chinese government for 2,000+ years - rule by moral example and by educated, virtuous scholar-officials who studied Confucian texts.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make How Confucianism Shaped Government classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why might a government prefer officials chosen for learning and virtue over officials chosen by birth?
•  How does 'govern by moral example' connect back to the idea of the junzi?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blank: government posts were filled by educated, virtuous SCHOLAR-OFFICIALS.



	SLIDE 11
	Confucianism Among the World's Belief Systems


On-slide summary: Confucianism Among the World's Belief Systems; A philosophy, not a worship of gods; Confucianism is studied as a philosophy and ethical-social system; it focuses on how to live and govern well, not on worshipping gods.
TALKING POINTS
	•  State plainly that Confucianism is usually classed as a PHILOSOPHY and ethical-social system, focused on conduct and governance.
•  Compare and distinguish: it sits beside Hinduism and Buddhism in this unit but centers on social ethics rather than worship of gods.
	
	•  Note its lasting reach: Confucian ideas about family, respect, and order still shape East Asian societies today.
•  Reinforce the ground rule: we compare belief systems to describe them accurately, never to rank them.



	BACKGROUND
•  Place Confucianism in the comparative unit: usually described as a philosophy/ethical-social system (focused on how to live and govern) rather than a worship of gods, and compared with other belief systems studied.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Confucianism Among the World's Belief Systems classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why do scholars usually call Confucianism a philosophy or ethical system rather than a religion of gods?
•  What can we learn by comparing Confucianism with the other belief systems in this unit?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blank: Confucianism is best described academically as a PHILOSOPHY and ethical-social system.



	SLIDE 12
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Confucianism is an ethical system based on Confucius, collected in the Analects.; Filial piety, respect for parents, is the root Confucian virtue.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Recap the person and system: because Confucianism is built on Confucius's teachings, remind students it is collected in the Analects.
•  Recap the core Confucian ideas specifically: filial piety as the root virtue, the five relationships, ren, li, and the junzi.
	
	•  Recap the payoff: Confucian hierarchy and social harmony shaped Chinese government, since posts went to educated scholar-officials.
•  Close with a discussion question: which Confucian idea do you think most shaped how China was governed, and why?



	BACKGROUND
•  Consolidate the lesson: Confucius and Confucianism, filial piety and the five relationships, ren/li/junzi, and how hierarchy and social harmony shaped government - all described neutrally.
•  Keep the explanation tied to what students can see on the slide.
•  Add only brief context needed to make Key Takeaways classroom-ready.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which Confucian idea do you think had the biggest effect on how China was governed, and why?
•  How would you explain, in one neutral sentence, what Confucianism is for?
•  What part of the slide gives you the strongest evidence?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Ties together every Reference Guide term from the lesson.
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