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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain who Confucius was and what Confucianism is as a philosophy and ethical-social system.
2. Define filial piety, the five relationships, ren, li, and the junzi, and explain what each one means.
3. Explain how Confucian ideas of hierarchy and social harmony shaped Chinese government and society.
4. Read part of the Analects of Confucius as a primary source and explain what it shows about Confucian values.

SECTION 1
Who Was Confucius? What Is Confucianism?
The Teacher and the System
               (Kong Qiu, about 551 to 479 BCE) was a Chinese teacher and philosopher whose ideas about morality, family, and social order became the foundation of Confucianism.
               is an ethical and philosophical system based on the teachings of Confucius; it stresses moral conduct, respect within the family, and proper relationships as the foundation of an orderly society.
The                are the collected sayings of Confucius, written down by his followers after his death; they are the central text for understanding Confucian ideas.
 
SECTION 2
Filial Piety: Respect Begins at Home
The Root Virtue
               is the Confucian duty of respect, obedience, and care that children owe to their parents and elders; Confucians saw it as the root of all other virtues.
 
SECTION 3
The Five Relationships and Hierarchy
How Society Is Ordered
The                are the five key social relationships in Confucian thought - ruler and subject, father and son, husband and wife, elder and younger sibling, and friend and friend - that were meant to keep society in order.
               is a system in which people are ranked by status and role; Confucianism taught that when each person accepts their place and duties, society stays orderly, and that duty runs in both directions.
 
SECTION 4
Ren and Li: How a Good Person Acts
Two Virtues of Conduct
               is the Confucian virtue of benevolence, or humaneness - treating others with kindness and empathy.
               is the Confucian ideal of proper conduct, ritual, and courtesy - behaving correctly according to one's role and to custom.
 
SECTION 5
The Junzi: The Confucian 'Gentleman'
The Ideal Person
The                is the Confucian ideal of the 'superior person' or 'gentleman' - a morally cultivated person, honest and dignified, who does what is right rather than what is profitable.
 
SECTION 6
Social Harmony: From Family to State
The Goal of Confucian Ethics
               is the Confucian goal of a peaceful, orderly society, achieved when people fulfill their roles, respect the relationships, and practice virtues like ren and li.
 
SECTION 7
How Confucianism Shaped Government
Confucian Ideas in Government
Confucian ideas shaped Chinese government for over 2,000 years: rulers were expected to govern by moral example, and over time government posts were filled by educated, virtuous                who studied Confucian texts such as the Analects and were expected to serve social harmony.
 
SECTION 8
Confucianism Among the World's Belief Systems
Studying Confucianism Academically
In this unit we study Confucianism academically as a                and ethical-social system - focused on how to live and govern well - rather than as the worship of gods.
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