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	1.
	The Ancestral Puebloans who built Cliff Palace left no writing. Why does that change how a reader should weigh every document in this lesson?



	A. Every written account of this village was the work of an outside observer who arrived centuries after it was emptied ✓

	

	B. Stone walls cannot be measured or counted with any accuracy unless a written building plan survives to check them against

	

	C. A site that produced no written record of its own cannot be assigned a date by any method archaeologists have developed

	

	D. Stone decays much faster than paper does, so very little of the original village is still standing to be studied



	2.
	What three materials does the park service name as the primary construction materials of the cliff dwellings?



	A. Adobe brick, river cane, and woven grass matting carried up from the canyon bottom below the alcove

	

	B. Limestone slabs, lime plaster, and iron pins driven into the roof of the alcove to anchor the walls

	

	C. Timber frames packed with clay, built in the manner of the earlier pit houses on the mesa above

	

	D. Sandstone, mortar, and wooden beams, with each block shaped by harder stones ✓



	3.
	What is chinking, and what does it do in a wall at Cliff Palace?



	A. A layer of colored earthen plaster spread over a finished wall to protect the joints from rain

	

	B. A notch cut into the end of a roof beam so that the beam locks tightly into the masonry

	

	C. Tiny pieces of stone pressed into the joints between the blocks to fill the gaps and steady the whole wall ✓

	

	D. A low stone bench built around the inside of a round room for sitting or for storage



	4.
	According to the 1937 park booklet, how did the builders deal with the uneven, boulder-strewn floor of the alcove?



	A. They erected terraces and filled in all the irregular places, so that six distinct terrace levels resulted ✓

	

	B. They broke the fallen boulders apart with stone hammers and carried every piece out of the alcove entirely

	

	C. They laid a continuous floor of wooden beams across the boulders and built every one of the rooms on top of it

	

	D. They built only along the flat strip at the very back of the alcove and left the whole front of it empty



	5.
	Why did the builders stack rooms into second, third, and even fourth stories?



	A. The higher rooms stayed warmer through the winter because heat from the cooking fires below rose into them

	

	B. Ground space fit for building was at a premium in the alcove, so the builders stacked rooms upward instead ✓

	

	C. Lookouts posted in the upper rooms could see much farther down the canyon than anyone standing on the ground

	

	D. Rain blowing in under the overhang made every room on the floor of the alcove unusable in the wet season



	6.
	Why did the two ground plans published before the excavation show fewer kivas than Fewkes later counted?



	A. Both were drawn from surface indications, so kivas buried under fallen terrace walls never appeared on them ✓

	

	B. Both mapmakers were refused permission to enter the alcove and had to work from the opposite rim of the canyon

	

	C. Both counted only those kivas whose original flat roofs were still in place when the maps were being drawn

	

	D. Both were made after a rockfall from the roof of the alcove had destroyed the southern end of the village



	7.
	What did Fewkes report about the condition of Cliff Palace when his crew began work in 1909?



	A. The rooms were sealed and undisturbed, with whole pots still standing on the floors where they had been left

	

	B. The alcove had flooded more than once and the lower rooms were packed solid with river silt and coarse gravel

	

	C. Later occupants had rebuilt much of the village, hiding the original walls behind newer courses of stonework

	

	D. The ruin had been almost completely rifled of its contents and its walls left dilapidated ✓



	8.
	Why does an archaeologist treat the loss of context as worse than the loss of the objects themselves?



	A. Objects can be replaced with accurate museum copies, but a room that has been dug out can never be rebuilt

	

	B. Museums will not accept an object into a collection unless it arrives with the soil it was buried in

	

	C. What an object was lying beside, and what lay next to it, is often the only evidence of what a room was for ✓

	

	D. An object removed from a site loses the tree rings that would otherwise have given it a date



	9.
	Writing in 1911, what did Fewkes say about the age of Cliff Palace?



	A. That the village had stood empty for exactly five hundred years before his crew ever reached the alcove

	

	B. That no decisive evidence had yet been produced to fix the period at which the village was inhabited ✓

	

	C. That the styles of pottery recovered from the rooms had already settled the question beyond further argument

	

	D. That the village had to be older than every other cliff ruin standing in the Mesa Verde canyons



	10.
	How does tree-ring dating fix the year a roof timber was cut?



	A. By weighing the timber and comparing the result against beams of a known age from the same canyon

	

	B. By counting the rings from the outside inward and stopping at the first fire scar found in the wood

	

	C. By measuring how deeply the exposed surface of the timber has weathered since it was put in place

	

	D. By matching the ring pattern in the timber to the pattern of wet and dry years for the region ✓



	11.
	Which statement about the leaving of Cliff Palace is an inference rather than something anyone observed?



	A. That the roof timbers in the alcove were cut in years the ring patterns are able to name

	

	B. That a long drought is what forced the families out of the alcove ✓

	

	C. That rooms and kivas can still be counted today

	

	D. That the park service lists building materials which can still be seen in the walls



	12.
	What does the park service say today about the people who left Mesa Verde?



	A. That they were absorbed by the Ute and lost their own language and their own practices entirely

	

	B. That no living community can now be connected to the builders of the cliff dwellings with any confidence

	

	C. That the Pueblo and Hopi people are the direct descendants of those who built and lived in these villages ✓

	

	D. That they left the Four Corners country altogether and settled far away on the northern plains
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