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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Name the materials used to build Cliff Palace inside a cliff hollow.
2. Explain how builders dealt with a sloping floor and little level ground.
3. Explain why the room counts for Cliff Palace kept changing over time.
4. Explain how tree rings dated beams the first diggers could not date.
5. Judge what an outside report can and cannot prove about these people.

SECTION 3
A Village Built Inside a Cliff
Where the Village Stands
High above a canyon floor, Cliff Palace stands inside a wide hollow worn back into the rock.
Builders shaped each sandstone block with harder stones carried up from nearby river beds.
A tower rises four stories at the south end of the village.
 
SECTION 5
Three Words for the Walls
Three Words for the Walls
Alcove - a wide hollow worn back into a cliff face, deep enough to shelter a whole village
Masonry - walls built from shaped blocks of stone laid up by hand and held together with mud
Mortar - a mixture of local soil, water, and ash used to hold the sandstone blocks together
 
SECTION 6
Three Problems in the Alcove, and How They Were Solved
Three Problems, Three Solutions
The floor slanted from the back to the front of the hollow, and boulders covered it.
Level ground fit for building was at a premium inside the hollow, so rooms went upward.
Second, third, and even fourth story rooms were added above the originals.
The uneven floor and all that terracing produced six distinct levels in the end.
 
SECTION 7
Three Words for the Structure
Three Words for the Structure
Chinking - tiny stone chips pressed into the wet joints between blocks to fill gaps and steady a wall
Kiva - a round ceremonial room sunk below the courtyard floor, roofed flat and entered from above
Terrace - a level platform built up over the uneven rock floor to create flat ground to build on
 
SECTION 8
Counting the Same Village, Again and Again
Reading Down the Column
The two maps made before any digging were drawn from surface indications.
One map made before any digging outlined 102 rooms and 17 ceremonial rooms.
The park service today gives 150 rooms after recent studies of the site.
Fewkes raised the count of ceremonial rooms from a reported five to at least 23, and did not challenge the House report count of 146 rooms.
 
SECTION 9
Emptied Before It Was Studied
What Was Left to Study
A Smithsonian crew arrived in 1909, after the site had been dug over for twenty years.
Fewkes wrote that the ruin had been almost completely rifled of its contents.
Pick, shovel, and even dynamite had been used to recover artifacts.
 
SECTION 11
Three Words for Reading a Report
Three Words for Reading a Report
Excavation - the careful digging of a site to record what is buried there and exactly where it lay
Observation - something an investigator can point at, measure, and write down
Inference - a conclusion an investigator reaches about something nobody was there to watch
 
SECTION 12
The Excavator Could Not Date the Village
Where He Stopped
Fewkes wrote that no decisive evidence bearing on that point had been produced.
He judged that such extreme antiquity was not warranted by the evidence available.
He published that judgement in 1911, two years after the digging ended.
 
SECTION 13
Tree Rings Put Dates on the Beams
How the Method Works
A dry year grows a narrow ring, and a wet year grows a wide one.
Tree-ring dating fixes the year a roof timber was cut by matching its ring pattern to a regional record.
Dr. A. E. Douglass of the University of Arizona established the chronology for the Southwest.
 
SECTION 14
The 1937 Table of Beam Dates
Reading the Table of Dates
The Cliff Palace dates run from A.D. 1073 to A.D. 1273 in the printed table.
The dates given were not final, because more material remained to be examined.
The drought began in A.D. 1276, just after every date in that table.
 
SECTION 15
What a Felling Date Settles, and What It Does Not
Where the Evidence Stops
The booklet reads the beam dates as about 200 years of occupancy for the village.
A felling date cannot say how long a family lived in a room.
A beam can be reused, and a room outlasts its roof.
 
SECTION 16
Why People Left, and What Is Still Argued
Three Accounts of the Leaving
The 1911 report described a gradual desertion, clan after clan, with no sign of catastrophe.
The 1937 booklet says a drought drove a move to regions with steadier water for farming.
The park service today says the reasons likely varied from individual to individual.
 
SECTION 17
The People Did Not Disappear
Where the Descendants Live
The Pueblo and Hopi people are the direct descendants of those who built these villages.
Their ancestors made new villages along the Rio Grande and in other river valleys.
Twenty-seven Pueblos, Tribes, and Nations are associated with Mesa Verde today.
 
SECTION 18
A Descendant Speaks
Who Is Speaking
The park service quotes TJ Atsye of Laguna Pueblo, a descendant of the builders.
Her words are testimony from a living Pueblo person about her own ancestors.
 
SECTION 19
What These Documents Cannot Settle
Three Questions That Stay Open
Two cattlemen gave the village the name Cliff Palace in 1888, six centuries after it emptied.
The 1937 population figures of 400 and 600 are arithmetic on room counts, not a head count.
Objects were lifted with no record of where they lay, so that link between object and room is gone.
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