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CLIFF PALACE AND THE ANCESTRAL PUEBLOANS
 ANSWER KEY   EXIT TICKET - ANSWER KEY



	1.
	Inside one excavation report, what separates something the writer observed from something the writer inferred?



	A. An observation is printed first in a report and an inference is always added later by an editor

	

	B. An observation is something he could point at; an inference is a judgement he reached about it ✓

	

	C. An observation is always correct, while an inference is always a mistake made by the writer

	

	D. An observation concerns walls and rooms, while an inference always concerns pottery and tools



	2.
	Which of these could a visitor standing in Cliff Palace today actually check?



	A. How many people slept in the alcove on any single night while the village was still lived in

	

	B. The reason each family gave for leaving the mesa in the middle of the twelve hundreds

	

	C. Which rooms belonged to which family before the village was emptied of its people

	

	D. The number of rooms and kivas still standing, and the materials the walls are built from ✓



	3.
	Which question can none of the documents in this lesson answer?



	A. What the people who built Cliff Palace called themselves and called this village ✓

	

	B. What condition the ruin was in when the Smithsonian crew began work in the summer of 1909

	

	C. What years the tree-ring chronology assigns to the roof timbers of the cliff dwellings

	

	D. Which communities the park service names today as descendants of the builders



QUICK WRITE
Open Response
In four to six sentences, explain why the counts of rooms and kivas at Cliff Palace have changed over time, and why that does not make the counts useless. Use at least two specific figures from today's lesson, and name one thing about the village that none of these documents can settle.

	
	FULL CREDIT: explains that the counts changed because the METHOD changed - first mapped from the surface before anyone dug, then counted after the 1909 excavation had cleared the fallen walls, then re-counted by recent study - cites at least two accurate figures from the lesson (for example 17, or 18 or 19, kivas on the pre-excavation ground plans against at least 23 after digging, or 102 rooms on the earliest ground plan against 150 rooms today), names one thing these documents cannot settle (what the builders called themselves, who lived in which room, how many people slept here, or why each family left), and answers in four to six complete sentences. PARTIAL CREDIT: cites only one accurate figure, or names a limit that the documents in fact do answer. NO CREDIT: says the counts are worthless because they disagree, or gives no figure from the lesson at all. Do not accept 'the numbers went up' or 'the numbers went down' as the explanation on its own - the point is the method behind each number, not the direction the numbers moved.
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