	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
CAUSES OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Causes of the French Revolution


On-slide summary: Causes of the French Revolution; How the inequality of France's Estates system set the French Revolution in motion
TALKING POINTS
	•  Pose the hook: in 1789 France, the two smallest groups held the privileges and paid almost no taxes, while the largest group paid the most - is that a system that can last?
•  Preview the lesson's one big idea: the inequality of the Estates system, sharpened by money troubles and Enlightenment ideas, set the French Revolution in motion.
	
	•  Explain that this lesson is about the CAUSES of the revolution, so the storming of the Bastille comes later; today students trace the pressure that built up first.



	BACKGROUND
•  The lesson explains the causes of the French Revolution, focused on the inequality of the three estates.
•  The big idea is that privilege for the few and heavy taxes on the many built pressure toward revolution.
•  Financial crisis and Enlightenment ideas are additional causes.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Would you call it fair if the richest people in a country paid the fewest taxes?
•  What might make an entire population decide their government has to change?
•  How could ideas from books help start a revolution?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the title slide.



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Describe the Old Regime and France's three estates; Explain the inequality of privilege versus the tax burden
TALKING POINTS
	•  Connect target 2 to the word students will keep meeting: privilege, meaning a special right such as paying no taxes.
•  Stress that target 5 is the whole point of the lesson, because it explains why several causes together, not just one, led to revolution.
	
	•  Ask students which target they think best explains why ordinary French people were angry, and why?



	BACKGROUND
•  Targets 1 and 2 cover the three estates and the inequality between them.
•  Target 3 covers the Estates-General and vote by order.
•  Target 4 is about reading Sieyes's pamphlet as an argument.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which target names the assembly the king finally called in 1789?
•  Which target is about reading a primary source as one person's argument?
•  Which target is the big-picture cause-and-effect target?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the target slide.



	SLIDE 3
	The Old Regime: France's Three Estates


On-slide summary: The Old Regime: France's Three Estates; Before the Revolution, France's social system was called the Old Regime.; It divided everyone into three estates, or legal classes.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Anchor the whole lesson on this structure: three estates, with the First and Second on top and the Third at the bottom.
•  Explain that estate here means a legal class you were usually born into, not a piece of property.
	
	•  Ask: if you could only ever belong to the estate you were born into, how might that shape what you could do with your life?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Old Regime was France's pre-Revolution social and political system.
•  It divided people into three estates: clergy, nobility, and everyone else.
•  The First Estate was the clergy; the Second was the nobility; the Third was the commoners.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a country sort every person into a fixed legal class?
•  Which estate was the clergy, and which was the nobility?
•  Who belonged to the Third Estate?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Old Regime; estates; First; Second; Third.



	SLIDE 4
	A System of Inequality: Privilege vs. Tax Burden


On-slide summary: A System of Inequality: Privilege vs. Tax Burden; Key Concept: The First and Second Estates held privileges and paid few taxes, while the Third Estate carried the tax burden.; Privilege for the Few
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define privilege plainly as a special right or advantage, and stress the biggest one was paying little or no tax.
•  Explain that the taille is a concrete example students can name: the main land tax that the Third Estate paid but the nobility and clergy did not.
	
	•  Ask: how would you feel if the wealthiest people you knew paid no taxes while you paid the most?



	BACKGROUND
•  A privilege is a special right or advantage, such as tax exemption.
•  The First and Second Estates were largely exempt from taxes.
•  The Third Estate paid most taxes, including the taille, the main land tax.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is tax exemption for the rich such a powerful example of unfairness?
•  What was the taille, and who paid it?
•  Which estates held the most privileges?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: privileges; exempt; Third; taille; lords.



	SLIDE 5
	The Third Estate: Almost Everyone


On-slide summary: The Third Estate: Almost Everyone; The Third Estate was about 97% of France's people.; It included poor peasants who worked the land.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Stress the striking number: the Third Estate was about 97% of France, yet it had the least power - that gap is the heart of the lesson.
•  Explain that the bourgeoisie mattered because many were wealthy and educated but still shut out of privilege, so they resented the system.
	
	•  Ask: why might an educated, successful lawyer in the Third Estate be just as angry as a poor peasant?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Third Estate was about 97% of the population.
•  It ranged from poor peasants to the middle-class bourgeoisie.
•  The bourgeoisie were merchants, lawyers, and professionals.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How can a group be 97% of a country and still hold little power?
•  About what share of France was the Third Estate?
•  Who were the bourgeoisie?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: 97; peasants; bourgeoisie; merchants.



	SLIDE 6
	A 1789 caricature of the three estates


On-slide summary: A 1789 caricature of the three estates; 1789 cartoon: a Third Estate commoner carries the clergy and nobility
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point out that the bent-over figure is the Third Estate, literally carrying the weight of the clergy and nobility - a visual version of the tax-burden idea.
•  Explain that this is propaganda from 1789, so like Sieyes's pamphlet it argues one side rather than describing neutrally.
	
	•  Ask: how does a single cartoon make the argument about inequality faster than a page of writing could?



	BACKGROUND
•  The cartoon dates from 1789, on the eve of the Revolution.
•  It shows a Third Estate commoner carrying the clergy and nobility.
•  It is a political cartoon, so it makes an argument, not a neutral record.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What point is the cartoonist trying to make with this image?
•  Who is carrying whom in the picture?
•  Why is a political cartoon not a neutral source?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the image slide.



	SLIDE 7
	A Kingdom in Financial Crisis


On-slide summary: A Kingdom in Financial Crisis; By the 1780s the French government was deeply in debt.; It ran a deficit, spending far more than it collected.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define deficit clearly: spending far more than you take in, year after year, until the debt becomes unmanageable.
•  Connect the crisis to the inequality theme: the government needed money, but the wealthy estates that could afford to pay were the ones exempt from taxes.
	
	•  Ask: if the people with the most money paid the least tax, how could the government ever fix its deficit fairly?



	BACKGROUND
•  France was deeply in debt and running a deficit by the 1780s.
•  Wars, including aid to the American Revolution, drained money.
•  Bad harvests in 1788 made bread scarce and expensive.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does a government that spends more than it collects eventually run into trouble?
•  What is a deficit?
•  How did the harvests of 1788 make things worse?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: debt; deficit; American; harvests; bread.



	SLIDE 8
	Enlightenment Ideas Question the Old Order


On-slide summary: Enlightenment Ideas Question the Old Order; Key Concept: Enlightenment ideas about rights and equality made the inequality of the Old Regime look unjust.; New Ideas Spread
TALKING POINTS
	•  Link this slide back to Unit 10's earlier lessons on Locke, Voltaire, and Rousseau, so students see the Enlightenment ideas arriving in France.
•  Explain the key shift: these ideas made people see inequality as a choice that could be changed, not a natural, permanent fact.
	
	•  Ask: how could simply reading that all people have rights make someone question a system they had lived under their whole life?



	BACKGROUND
•  Enlightenment thinkers questioned inherited privilege and the power of kings.
•  Locke stressed natural rights; Rousseau stressed power from the people.
•  Educated members of the Third Estate spread these ideas.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why are ideas about equality dangerous to a system built on privilege?
•  What did Rousseau argue about where power should come from?
•  Who in the Third Estate was most likely to read these ideas?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: privilege; natural; Rousseau; unjust; birth.



	SLIDE 9
	The King Calls the Estates-General, 1789


On-slide summary: The King Calls the Estates-General, 1789; Desperate for money, King Louis XVI called the Estates-General.; The Estates-General was an assembly of all three estates.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Stress the gap: the Estates-General had not met since 1614, so calling it in 1789 was a sign of how desperate the crisis had become.
•  Explain that the king wanted the assembly only to approve new taxes, not to hand over power - which set up a conflict.
	
	•  Ask: what might go wrong for a king who calls a representative body he cannot fully control, hoping it will do just one thing for him?



	BACKGROUND
•  Louis XVI called the Estates-General because he needed money.
•  The Estates-General was an assembly of all three estates.
•  It had not met since 1614; it met again in 1789.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a king avoid calling an assembly for 175 years, then suddenly need it?
•  What was the Estates-General?
•  When had the Estates-General last met before 1789?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Louis; Estates-General; 1614; 1789; taxes.



	SLIDE 10
	An Unfair Vote: Vote by Order


On-slide summary: An Unfair Vote: Vote by Order; Key Concept: Vote by order gave each estate one vote, so the two privileged estates could always outvote the Third.; How Voting Worked
TALKING POINTS
	•  Make the math concrete: three votes, and the two privileged estates almost always sided together, so the Third Estate lost 2 to 1 every time.
•  Explain that the Third Estate demanded either double representation or vote by head, so each person's vote would count - the fight over voting became the flashpoint.
	
	•  Ask: if you represented 97% of people but got only one vote out of three, what would you demand?



	BACKGROUND
•  Vote by order gave each estate a single vote.
•  The First and Second Estates usually voted together.
•  So the privileged estates could outvote the Third, 2 to 1.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is one vote per estate unfair when the estates are wildly different sizes?
•  How many votes did each estate get under vote by order?
•  Which estates usually joined together to outvote the Third?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: order; one; together; outvote; defeated.



	SLIDE 11
	"What Is the Third Estate?" Sieyes's Argument


On-slide summary: "What Is the Third Estate?" Sieyes's Argument; In early 1789 Abbe Sieyes wrote a pamphlet, What Is the Third Estate?; He asked: What is the Third Estate? He answered, Everything.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Unpack the famous trio: 'everything' means the Third Estate does all the real work of the nation, 'nothing' means it held no real political power, and 'something' is the demand for a real voice.
•  Stress the historical-honesty point that this is a polemic - one side's persuasive case - so students should treat it as an argument to weigh, not settled fact.
	
	•  Ask: how does turning a complaint into three short questions and answers make an argument easier to remember and repeat?



	BACKGROUND
•  Sieyes wrote What Is the Third Estate? in early 1789.
•  His famous answers were Everything, Nothing, and to become something.
•  The pamphlet was a persuasive argument, not a neutral description.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would Sieyes call the Third Estate 'everything' and 'nothing' at the same time?
•  What did Sieyes say the Third Estate wanted to become?
•  Why should we read this pamphlet as an argument rather than a fact sheet?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: Sieyes; Everything; Nothing; something; argument.



	SLIDE 12
	Emmanuel-Joseph Sieyes, author of the pamphlet


On-slide summary: Emmanuel-Joseph Sieyes, author of the pamphlet; Emmanuel-Joseph Sieyes, portrait by Jacques-Louis David (1817)
TALKING POINTS
	•  Note that David painted this portrait in 1817, decades after the 1789 pamphlet, so it is a later image of the author.
•  Explain that although Sieyes was himself a clergyman of the First Estate, he chose to argue the Third Estate's case - a useful detail about who led the movement.
	
	•  Ask: why might it matter that a member of the privileged clergy spoke up for the commoners?



	BACKGROUND
•  The portrait is by Jacques-Louis David, painted in 1817.
•  It shows Sieyes, author of What Is the Third Estate?
•  Use it as a reference image, not as proof of an idea.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What can a portrait add to our picture of a historical writer?
•  Who is shown in this portrait?
•  Why is a portrait not proof of any argument in the pamphlet?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the image slide.



	SLIDE 13
	From Exclusion Toward Revolution


On-slide summary: From Exclusion Toward Revolution; At the Estates-General, the Third Estate demanded a fairer vote.; The king and privileged estates resisted their demands.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Tie the whole lesson together: inequality, financial crisis, and Enlightenment ideas met at the Estates-General, and the fight over voting was the spark.
•  Keep the Bastille light: name the National Assembly and the storming of the Bastille only as the next steps, since this lesson is about causes and the next lesson covers those events.
	
	•  Ask: which cause do you think mattered most - the inequality, the money crisis, or the new ideas - and why?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Third Estate demanded a fairer vote at the Estates-General.
•  The king and privileged estates resisted.
•  The standoff over inequality set the Revolution in motion in 1789.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why did a fight over how to vote turn into the start of a revolution?
•  What did the Third Estate demand at the Estates-General?
•  Who resisted the Third Estate's demands?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Blanks: vote; resisted; shut; motion; 1789.



	SLIDE 14
	Reference Guide: The Old Regime and Its Estates


On-slide summary: Reference Guide: The Old Regime and Its Estates; Estates-General; The assembly of representatives from France's three estates, called by the king in 1789.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Group First, Second, and Third Estate together as the three layers of the Old Regime, so students see them as one system.
•  Explain that the Estates-General is the assembly where those three estates met, which links this vocabulary to the 1789 crisis.
	
	•  Ask: which of these five terms is the umbrella term that includes all the others, and why?



	BACKGROUND
•  All five definitions match the glossary exactly.
•  These terms name the assembly, the three estates, and the Old Regime.
•  The Estates-General had not met since 1614 before 1789.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which term names the whole pre-Revolution system?
•  What was the First Estate?
•  About what share of France was the Third Estate?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Five vocabulary blanks use the exact glossary definitions.



	SLIDE 15
	Reference Guide: Inequality and Crisis


On-slide summary: Reference Guide: Inequality and Crisis; bourgeoisie; The middle class of the Third Estate, such as merchants, lawyers, and professionals.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Connect privilege and taille directly: privilege was the advantage of paying no taille, while the Third Estate had to pay it.
•  Group vote by order and deficit as the two triggers that brought the inequality to a crisis in 1789.
	
	•  Ask: which of these five terms best explains why the Third Estate felt the system was rigged against them, and why?



	BACKGROUND
•  All five definitions match the glossary exactly.
•  These terms cover inequality, taxation, voting, and the money crisis.
•  Privilege and the taille show how the tax burden was unequal.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which term names the special advantages of the top two estates?
•  What was the taille?
•  Which term names the voting rule that hurt the Third Estate?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Five vocabulary blanks use the exact glossary definitions.



	SLIDE 16
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; The Old Regime split France into three estates, with privilege for the few.; The Third Estate was about 97% of France but paid most of the taxes.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Review the chain of causes: unequal estates, a money crisis, an unfair vote, and new Enlightenment ideas.
•  Ask: if the nobility and clergy had agreed to pay taxes and share power, could the revolution have been avoided?
	
	•  End on the big picture: the French Revolution began not from one cause but from many pressures meeting at once in 1789, which is why historians study causes, not just events.



	BACKGROUND
•  Every takeaway is supported by the lesson's evidence.
•  Inequality, financial crisis, and Enlightenment ideas are the central causes.
•  The fight over vote by order brought the conflict to a head in 1789.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which single cause do you think mattered most, and why?
•  About what share of France was the Third Estate?
•  Why is it accurate to say several causes together led to revolution?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blanks on the closing slide.
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