	WORLD HISTORY
CAUSES OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION
TEACHER GUIDE - EVERYTHING YOU NEED



SECTION 1
What's Included

	Component
	Format

	Guided Notes - Student
	Editable document

	Guided Notes - Teacher Key
	Editable document

	Activity - Student
	Editable document

	Activity - Answer Key
	Editable document

	Quiz - Student
	Editable document

	Quiz - Answer Key
	Editable document

	Exit Ticket - Student
	Editable document

	Exit Ticket - Answer Key
	Editable document

	Teacher Guide
	Editable document

	Teacher Presentation Notes
	Editable document

	Slides
	Presentation deck



SECTION 2
Overview
Subject: World History    |    Grade Level: 9-12
1) Students learn how the Old Regime divided France into three estates - the clergy (First), the nobility (Second), and everyone else (Third) - and how privilege and tax exemption for the top two estates left the Third Estate carrying the tax burden. 2) They see that the Third Estate was about 97% of France yet had little political power. 3) They learn why a financial crisis of debt, deficit, and the bad harvests of 1788 forced Louis XVI to call the Estates-General in 1789, and why vote by order angered the Third Estate. 4) They read Sieyes's 1789 pamphlet What Is the Third Estate? as one side's persuasive argument, not settled fact. 5) Assessment: a 10-question quiz plus a 3-question exit ticket with a quick write.

Key Vocabulary

	Term
	Definition

	Estates-General
	The assembly of representatives from France's three estates, called by the king in 1789 for the first time since 1614.

	First Estate
	The clergy; the smallest estate, largely exempt from taxes.

	Second Estate
	The nobility; landowning aristocrats who held special privileges and paid few taxes.

	Third Estate
	The commoners, about 97% of France, from peasants to the middle class, who paid most of the taxes.

	Old Regime
	The social and political system of France before the Revolution, built on the three estates and privilege.

	bourgeoisie
	The middle class of the Third Estate, such as merchants, lawyers, and professionals.

	privilege
	A special right or advantage, such as tax exemption, held by the First and Second Estates.

	taille
	The main direct land tax, paid by the Third Estate but not by the nobility or clergy.

	vote by order
	The traditional Estates-General method in which each estate cast one vote, letting the two privileged estates outvote the Third.

	deficit
	A shortfall in which the government spends far more money than it takes in.



SECTION 3
Suggested Pacing
Standard period (50 minutes)

	Time
	Duration
	Activity

	0-5 min
	5 min
	Pose the lesson question: is it fair for the richest people in a country to pay the fewest taxes?

	5-25 min
	20 min
	Teach slides with Guided Notes.

	25-45 min
	20 min
	Complete Activity Parts 1-4.

	45-50 min
	5 min
	Exit Ticket; assign Part 5 as needed.



Block period (90 minutes)

	Time
	Duration
	Activity

	0-10 min
	10 min
	Discuss what makes a tax system fair or unfair, and what could push people to revolt.

	10-40 min
	30 min
	Slides and Guided Notes.

	40-75 min
	35 min
	Full source-analysis Activity, including the Primary Source Spotlight.

	75-90 min
	15 min
	Quiz and Exit Ticket.



Two short periods (2 x 30 minutes)

	Time
	Duration
	Activity

	Day 1
	30 min
	Slides, Guided Notes, and Activity Parts 1-2.

	Day 2
	30 min
	Primary Source Spotlight, Part 5 verdict, Quiz, and Exit Ticket.



SECTION 4
Google Classroom Setup
1. Open your classwork page and attach the included Slides, Guided Notes, and Activity files.
2. Assign the included Quiz and Exit Ticket student files, or use their Google Forms versions when those links are present in the delivered Drive folder.
3. Keep answer keys and Teacher Presentation Notes teacher-only.

SECTION 5
Quiz Answer Key (10 Questions)

	#
	Question
	Correct Answer

	1
	What was the name for France's social and political system before the Revolution?
	A

	2
	Which estate was made up of the nobility?
	C

	3
	About what share of France's population belonged to the Third Estate?
	D

	4
	What was the biggest privilege the First and Second Estates enjoyed?
	A

	5
	The taille was best described as...
	C

	6
	Why did King Louis XVI call the Estates-General in 1789?
	B

	7
	Before 1789, when had the Estates-General last met?
	D

	8
	Why did the Third Estate consider vote by order unfair?
	A

	9
	In What Is the Third Estate?, how did Sieyes answer his own question about what the Third Estate had been in the political order?
	C

	10
	Which combination best explains the causes of the French Revolution?
	B



SECTION 6
Exit Ticket Answer Key

	#
	Question
	Correct Answer

	1
	Which estate paid most of France's taxes?
	C

	2
	A privilege in the Old Regime was best described as...
	A

	3
	Vote by order in the Estates-General was unfair because...
	B

	4
	Explain how the inequality of France's Estates system helped cause the French Revolution. Use the terms Third Estate and privilege. Write 3-4 complete sentences.
	Quick Write



SECTION 7
Scoring Rubric

Activity Rubric (50 points total)

	Criterion
	Points

	Part 1 - Reference Guide
	5

	Part 2 - Apply the Terms
	10

	Part 3 - Build the Case
	12

	Part 4 - Primary Source Spotlight
	13

	Part 5 - Revolution Verdict
	10

	TOTAL
	50



SECTION 8
Teaching Tips
	
	Anchor the whole lesson on one chain of cause and effect: unequal estates, a money crisis, an unfair vote, and Enlightenment ideas all met at the Estates-General in 1789.



	
	Keep the numbers defensible: the Third Estate was about 97% of France, and the Estates-General had not met since 1614 - have students cite these exact facts rather than exaggerate.



	
	When teaching the tax burden, use the taille as the concrete example: the main land tax the Third Estate paid but the nobility and clergy did not.



	
	Frame Sieyes's pamphlet honestly as a persuasive polemic, not a neutral description - coach students to say "Sieyes argued" rather than "it was true that."



	
	This lesson is about CAUSES: name the National Assembly and the Bastille only as the next steps, and save them for the following lesson so students do not blur causes with events.




SECTION 9
Extension Activities
1. Cartoon Analysis
Students study the 1789 caricature of a commoner carrying the clergy and noble and write a short paragraph explaining what argument the cartoonist is making and how it connects to the taille and tax exemptions.

2. Three Questions, Your Words
Students rewrite Sieyes's three questions and answers ("everything," "nothing," "something") in their own words, then explain in a sentence why turning a complaint into three short lines made it powerful.

3. Rank the Causes
Students list the inequality of the estates, the financial crisis, vote by order, and Enlightenment ideas, rank them from most to least important, and defend their top choice in a paragraph.


SECTION 10
Whole-Class Discussion Questions
1. Why was it such a powerful grievance that the two smallest estates paid the fewest taxes?

2. How did the fight over vote by order turn a money problem into a struggle over power?

3. Why is it more accurate to say Sieyes "argued" the Third Estate was everything than to say it simply "was" everything?

4. How did Enlightenment ideas make the inequality of the Old Regime look unjust rather than normal?

5. Which cause of the French Revolution do you think mattered most, and why?





MORE LESSONS LESS PLANNING
Thank You!
	
	If you enjoyed this product, please do not forget to rate and review to assist other teachers.



	
	Looking for future discounts? Earn TPT credits by reviewing purchased products.



Please contact me if you have any issues with this product. Just like our students, I am always looking for opportunities to grow.
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