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BOUND LABOR: HOW SERVITUDE BECAME SLAVERY
GUIDED NOTES
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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain why English colonies first filled their labor needs from Europe.
2. Trace how new laws made slavery last for life and pass to children.
3. Explain how historians link Bacon's Rebellion to the laws that followed.
4. Read a 1705 Virginia law and identify what it made legal.
5. Describe how enslaved people resisted a system people chose to build.

SECTION 1
Land Without Workers
               needed constant hand labor to plant, weed, and cure it.
               could not simply order colonists to cross an ocean and work for free.
 
SECTION 2
Paying for the Voyage
               - A labor system in which a person works a fixed number of years to repay the cost of passage.
               - The signed contract that bound a worker to a master for an agreed number of years.
 
SECTION 3
The Reward Was Land
A               : a grant of fifty colonial acres for a worker's ocean passage.
Paying for one worker                fifty acres; for ten, five hundred.
 
SECTION 4
Life Under a Labor Contract
              : The corn, money, and goods a master owed a servant at the end of the contract.
              : A master had to provide these for the length of the term, though enforcement varied widely.
 
SECTION 5
Africans in Virginia Before the Codes
              : the formal legal act where an owner released a person from slavery.
In 1619 an                ship sold about twenty captive Africans in Virginia.
 
SECTION 6
The Law Turns a Corner: 1662 and 1667
               meant passed from parent to child, not earned, chosen, or agreed to.
A baptized                could still be held in bondage.
 
SECTION 7
1676: A Rising of the Landless
              : in 1676 colonists and servants attacked the government.
              , a wealthy planter, led the rebels against Governor Berkeley.
 
SECTION 8
After the Rising: A New Labor Bargain
Poor                colonists gained new legal privileges over enslaved people; the two groups that had once fought side by side were pulled apart by law.
This is an                historians make about cause - not a fact this lesson proves outright.
 
SECTION 9
Written Into Law: 1705
               - A body of colonial laws that fixed the status of enslaved people and controlled their lives.
               - Property that can be bought, sold, and passed down to heirs, like livestock or tools.
 
SECTION 10
Two Systems, Side by Side
Legal status:                - Treated as property that could be bought, sold, and inherited
Passed to children: No - status ended with the servant -                - passed from parent to child at birth
 
SECTION 11
How to Read a Law That Denies People
              : This is the language of enslavers and lawmakers, not of the people it describes.
              : A 1705 Virginia statute reflects one colony's choices at one moment, not a universal rule.
 
SECTION 12
Refusing the System
              : many ways enslaved people opposed bondage, daily and in the open.
               down work on purpose.
 
SECTION 13
The Paper That Bound a Servant
A surviving                contract preserves what this paperwork looked like.
Most contracts were pre-               forms with blanks for names and dates.
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