	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
BLITZKRIEG AND THE FALL OF FRANCE


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Blitzkrieg and the Fall of France


On-slide summary: Blitzkrieg and the Fall of France; Why the Bigger Army Lost in Six Weeks
TALKING POINTS
	•  Open with the question: "How long do you think it took Germany to defeat France in 1940?" Most students guess a year or more.
•  Tell them the real number: six weeks, and explain that the gap between the guess and the fact is exactly what this lesson on the fall of France will explain.
•  Point out that France fielded one of the largest, most experienced armies in Europe in 1940, which is what makes a six-week collapse the real puzzle.
	
	•  Ask: "Should a bigger army always beat a smaller one?" Then let students sit with the fact that this bigger army lost in six weeks.
•  Preview that class time over this lesson will trace exactly why France fell so fast instead of just naming the dates.



	BACKGROUND
•  Germany invaded France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg on 10 May 1940.
•  France signed an armistice on 22 June 1940, six weeks and one day later.
•  This lesson follows the appeasement toolkit and precedes the Battle of Britain.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How long do you think it took Germany to defeat France in 1940?
•  Does the side with more equipment usually win?
•  What would make a large, trained army collapse quickly?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students open the Guided Notes now; the first blanks come from the slide that follows.



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Explain what blitzkrieg combined: massed armor, air support, radio, and speed.; Explain why the Maginot Line was bypassed rather than broken in May 1940.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point at target five and tell students the whole lesson is built so they can defend that sentence about tempo and concentration beating numbers, not just repeat it.
•  Walk through targets one and two: blitzkrieg combined massed armor, air support, radio, and speed, and the Maginot Line was bypassed rather than broken.
•  Ask students which target sounds hardest to prove with evidence, and why proving a claim is different from just stating it.
	
	•  Note that target three traces the German advance from Sedan on May 13 all the way to the English Channel on May 20 — that is the spine of the lesson.
•  Explain that target four points to a real primary source: an American ambassador's telegram describing the German breakthrough.



	BACKGROUND
•  Target five is the causal claim the Activity Part 5 written response is scored against.
•  Target four is met by the Activity Part 4 primary source, an ambassador's telegram of 15 May 1940.
•  Targets one to three are recall and sequencing; targets four and five are analysis.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which target sounds hardest to prove with evidence?
•  What would count as proof that speed beat numbers?
•  Why start with what blitzkrieg combined rather than what it was called?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 3 opens on the next slide with what everyone expected in 1940.



	SLIDE 3
	France in 1940: What Everyone Expected


On-slide summary: France in 1940: What Everyone Expected; France had one of the largest armies in Western Europe in May 1940.; French planners expected a slow war of trenches like 1914-1918.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Tell students that France had one of the largest armies in Western Europe in May 1940 — this was not a weak country going into the war.
•  Explain that French planners expected a slow war of trenches like 1914-1918, and believed defense was stronger than attack.
•  Point out the two key dates on this slide: Germany invaded on May 10, and France signed the armistice six weeks later, on June 22, 1940.
	
	•  Ask: "Why might winning the last war make an army worse at fighting the next one?" French planners prepared for 1914-1918 because that is the war they knew.
•  Stress the callout's framing: the real question is not why France was weak, but why a strong, well-prepared army collapsed this fast.



	BACKGROUND
•  France mobilized roughly five million men in 1939-40 and had fought Germany to a standstill for four years from 1914.
•  French doctrine after 1918 was built on the methodical battle: careful preparation, massed artillery, tight control.
•  The 1940 campaign ran from 10 May to 22 June, six weeks and two days.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would winning the last war make an army worse at the next one?
•  Is it fair to plan for the war you already know how to fight?
•  What would you expect a strong defensive army to do well?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 3 blanks Europe, trenches, the May 10 date, and the June 22 date.



	SLIDE 4
	Four Words Before the Invasion


On-slide summary: Four Words Before the Invasion; Blitzkrieg; A way of attacking built on speed and concentration, using armor, aircraft, and radio together to break through at one point
TALKING POINTS
	•  Say blitzkrieg out loud, then say combined arms out loud — combined arms is what blitzkrieg actually means: tanks, aircraft, infantry, and artillery fighting as one team.
•  Define the Maginot Line as the belt of French concrete forts along the German border, built after 1918 to stop another invasion.
•  Explain that the Ardennes is the hilly, wooded region in Belgium and Luxembourg that French planners judged too rough for large tank forces.
	
	•  Ask students which of these four words names an idea and which one names a place.
•  Point out the callout: blitzkrieg was not a secret weapon, just ordinary weapons like tanks, aircraft, and radio used together at one point.



	BACKGROUND
•  Blitzkrieg was a term popularized by journalists; German manuals spoke of concentrated armored thrusts, not a named doctrine.
•  The Maginot Line was built between 1929 and 1938 and covered the frontier with Germany, not the frontier with Belgium.
•  The Ardennes had been crossed by armies before, but never by mechanized forces on the 1940 scale.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these four words names an idea, and which names a place?
•  If combined arms is just teamwork, why was it so hard to copy?
•  Why would a country spend a fortune on forts after 1918?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 4 blanks all four terms, with each definition printed as the clue.



	SLIDE 5
	The Maginot Line


On-slide summary: The Maginot Line; Did You Know: The Maginot Line was bypassed, not broken. Most forts held until the armistice.; What It Was
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain what the Maginot Line was: a belt of concrete forts along the French border with Germany, built through the 1930s at enormous cost.
•  Point out what it did not cover — the line stopped near the Belgian border because France would not fortify the frontier of an ally.
•  Tell students the callout fact: the Maginot Line was bypassed, not broken, and most of its forts held until the armistice.
	
	•  Ask whether the Maginot Line was a waste of money, or whether it actually did the job it was built for.
•  Ask: "Can a defense be too good at one thing?" The Maginot Line held where it stood, but the Ardennes route beside it was left open.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Maginot Line was named for Andre Maginot, the war minister who pushed the funding through in 1929-30.
•  Belgium declared neutrality in 1936, which made a fortified Franco-Belgian frontier politically impossible for France.
•  Most Maginot forts were still holding when the armistice was signed on 22 June 1940.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Was the Maginot Line a waste of money, or did it do its job?
•  What should France have done about the Belgian frontier?
•  Can a defense be too good at one thing?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 5 blanks Germany, Belgian, ally, and bypassed.



	SLIDE 6
	The Ardennes: The Gap Everyone Discounted


On-slide summary: The Ardennes: The Gap Everyone Discounted; The Ardennes is hilly, wooded country in Belgium and Luxembourg.; French planners called it impassable for large tank forces.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain that French planners called the Ardennes impassable for large tank forces, so only weak French units were posted behind it.
•  Point out that Germany sent seven panzer divisions through the Ardennes in May 1940, in a column of vehicles that stretched back more than 100 miles.
•  Ask students how you defend against something your own planners have already decided is impossible.
	
	•  Stress the callout: the gap in the French line was not a hole in the map, it was a hole in the plan.
•  Ask students what they would have done differently with the weak French units posted behind the Ardennes.



	BACKGROUND
•  French pre-war studies concluded a large mechanized force would need many days to cross the Ardennes, giving France time to react.
•  German traffic control moved seven panzer divisions and their supply columns through on narrow roads in about three days.
•  The French Ninth and Second Armies holding the Meuse behind the Ardennes were among the weakest formations in the line.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How do you defend against something you have decided is impossible?
•  What would you have done with the units posted behind the Ardennes?
•  Whose mistake was this - the soldiers' or the planners'?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 6 blanks Luxembourg, impassable, weak, and seven.



	SLIDE 7
	Allied and German Plans, May 1940


On-slide summary: Allied and German Plans, May 1940; Note: U.S. Military Academy atlas map, 1940.; Maginot Line
TALKING POINTS
	•  Trace the hatched Maginot Line on the map with a finger, showing students where it runs along the German border and then stops.
•  Trace the German arrow running through the Ardennes Forest and out to the Channel, then trace the blue Allied arrows moving the opposite direction into Belgium.
•  Ask: "Where does the fortified Maginot Line stop on this map, and what is left uncovered past it?" Have a student come point at the gap.
	
	•  Point out this is a 1940 U.S. Military Academy atlas map, showing the actual plans both the Allied and German sides made before the invasion.
•  Ask: "Which way do the blue Allied arrows point, and which way does the German arrow through the Ardennes point?" The two sides are moving in opposite directions.



	BACKGROUND
•  This is map 10 of the Department of History, United States Military Academy atlas of the Second World War in Europe.
•  The hatched blue band marked MAGINOT LINE runs along the Franco-German border and stops short of Belgium.
•  Red dashed arrows are German plans; blue dashed arrows are the Allied plan to advance into Belgium.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Where does the fortified line stop, and what is on the other side of it?
•  What do you notice about the direction the two sets of arrows point?
•  If you were Gamelin, what would you have moved and where?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blank is answered from this map; it illustrates the Ardennes section students just completed.



	SLIDE 8
	Three Words for the Machine


On-slide summary: Three Words for the Machine; Sedan; The town on the Meuse River in France where German armor crossed on May 13, 1940 and broke the French line
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define Sedan as the town on the Meuse River where German armor crossed on May 13, 1940, and broke the French line.
•  Explain that a panzer division grouped tanks, motorized infantry, and artillery under one commander — read the callout: it was an organization chart before it was a weapon.
•  Define close air support as aircraft attacking troops and guns on the battlefield in place of slow-moving artillery.
	
	•  Ask students why it matters who a tank commander has to ask for permission before moving.
•  Ask why a river town like Sedan became the decisive point of the entire 1940 campaign.



	BACKGROUND
•  Sedan sits on the Meuse where the river leaves the Ardennes; it was also the site of the French defeat of 1870.
•  A 1940 panzer division held roughly 250-300 tanks plus motorized riflemen, engineers, and artillery in one command.
•  Close air support was directed by liaison officers travelling with the leading armored units.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does it matter who a tank commander has to ask for permission?
•  What can aircraft do that artillery cannot, and what can artillery do better?
•  Why would a river town become the decisive point of a campaign?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 8 blanks all three terms, with each definition printed as the clue.



	SLIDE 9
	What Blitzkrieg Actually Combined


On-slide summary: What Blitzkrieg Actually Combined; Concentration; Tanks massed in panzer divisions at one narrow point
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk through the concentration card: Germany massed its tanks in panzer divisions at one narrow point while France spread its tanks along the whole front.
•  Explain the air instead of artillery card: Stuka dive-bombers hit French guns and bunkers and could move forward as fast as the tanks did.
•  Point out the radio and tempo card: every German tank company could be reached by radio, while French orders often arrived by messenger or telephone.
	
	•  Ask students which of the three cards — concentration, air support, or radio — a modern army could copy most easily.
•  Note that radio was the cheapest of the three advantages on this slide, and it is exactly the one France had the least of.



	BACKGROUND
•  German armored formations carried radios down to the individual tank in the leading units; most French tanks had none.
•  The Junkers Ju 87 Stuka was inaccurate by later standards but arrived in minutes where artillery took hours.
•  French doctrine deliberately slowed the tempo so that fire and movement could be coordinated from above.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these three would be easiest for a defender to copy?
•  Is speed always an advantage, or can an attack outrun itself?
•  What breaks first when an army is asked to move faster than it can talk?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 9 blanks point, Stuka, radio, and telephone.



	SLIDE 10
	The Numbers Were Not the Problem


On-slide summary: The Numbers Were Not the Problem; Fact: France did not lose for lack of tanks. It had more of them, but fewer modern aircraft.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Put the two stats side by side: Germany committed 2,400 tanks, France had more than 3,000 — France actually had the bigger tank force.
•  Explain that Germany massed its tanks into ten panzer divisions and struck one point, while France spread its tanks along the front to support infantry.
•  Ask students: if France had more tanks, where did Germany's real advantage come from?
	
	•  Call this the slide the whole lesson rests on — once students accept France had more tanks, they have to look for a different explanation for the loss.
•  Point out the callout: France's shortage was in modern aircraft, not tanks.



	BACKGROUND
•  Germany committed roughly 2,400 tanks to the campaign in the West; France fielded over 3,000, and some French models were better armored.
•  France had only three heavy armored divisions in May 1940, formed late and used piecemeal, plus three lighter mechanized divisions.
•  Germany's advantage in aircraft was real, and it was applied over the battlefield rather than held back.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  If France had more tanks, where did the advantage actually come from?
•  Is it better to have the best equipment or to use ordinary equipment together?
•  What does spreading tanks across a whole front actually buy you?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 10 blanks 2,400, ten, infantry, and aircraft.



	SLIDE 11
	May 10-15, 1940: Six Days


On-slide summary: May 10-15, 1940: Six Days; May 10; Germany invades Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk down the table day by day: May 10 the invasion of Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg draws the best Allied armies north.
•  Point out May 13 as the turning point on the table: German troops cross the Meuse at Sedan and the French line breaks at its weakest point.
•  Explain that by May 15 the breach had widened so far that the French Premier telephoned London asking for aircraft.
	
	•  Ask: "Which row on this table is the real turning point, and why that one?" Push students to defend May 13 against May 10.
•  Stress the callout: the decisive break came on day four of a campaign that ultimately lasted six weeks.



	BACKGROUND
•  The German attack on the Netherlands and Belgium was designed to draw the best Allied armies north, and it worked.
•  Guderian's corps crossed the Meuse at Sedan on the afternoon of 13 May after a sustained air attack.
•  Premier Paul Reynaud telephoned London early on 15 May; the American ambassador reported the conversation the same morning.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which row on this table is the turning point, and why that one?
•  Was moving north into Belgium a mistake, or the only reasonable move?
•  How much time did France actually have to react?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 11 blanks north, Meuse, Sedan, and London.



	SLIDE 12
	May 13: The Meuse at Sedan


On-slide summary: May 13: The Meuse at Sedan; Did You Know: The German bridgehead at Sedan was built and reinforced in a single day.; How Germany Crossed
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk through how Germany crossed: Stukas bombed French gun positions for hours, infantry crossed the Meuse in rubber boats, and engineers had bridges ready for tanks by nightfall.
•  Explain why France could not recover: artillery crews were driven from their guns, counter-attacks arrived too late and separately, and reserves were far away on foot or by rail.
•  Point out the callout: the German bridgehead at Sedan was built and reinforced in a single day.
	
	•  Ask: "Does it matter whether the French guns were destroyed or only driven off?" It matters because silenced crews cannot fire on the boats and bridges.
•  Ask: "Which was harder for France to fix — the crossing itself, or the failed recovery?" Have students argue both columns.



	BACKGROUND
•  The air attack at Sedan on 13 May lasted much of the afternoon and suppressed rather than destroyed the French guns.
•  German riflemen crossed in inflatable assault boats; the first tank bridge was in place that night.
•  The French counter-attacks of 14-15 May went in separately as units arrived and were defeated in detail.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does it matter whether the French guns were destroyed or only silenced?
•  What would France have needed to close this gap in time?
•  Which of the two columns was the harder problem to fix?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 12 blanks Stukas, boats, bridges, and late.



	SLIDE 13
	The Breakthrough, 16 May 1940


On-slide summary: The Breakthrough, 16 May 1940; Note: U.S. Military Academy atlas map, 16 May 1940.; Sedan on the Meuse
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point to the shaded wedge running west from Sedan on the Meuse and tell students this is the breakthrough, one day after the ambassador's telegram they will read later.
•  Ask students which direction the shaded German salient is pointing on this map, and what stands in front of it.
•  Have students compare this map to the earlier plans map, and ask what has happened to the Allied armies that marched north into Belgium.
	
	•  Point out this map is dated 16 May 1940, from the same U.S. Military Academy atlas as the earlier plans map.
•  Ask students, if they were in Paris looking at this map on this date, what would worry them most.



	BACKGROUND
•  This is map 11 of the Department of History, United States Military Academy atlas of the Second World War in Europe.
•  The map is dated 16 May 1940, one day after the ambassador's telegram used in Activity Part 4.
•  German corps commanders named on the map include Guderian, Reinhardt, Kleist, and Hoth.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which direction is the shaded wedge pointing, and what is in front of it?
•  What has happened to the Allied armies still up in Belgium?
•  If you were in Paris on this date, what would worry you most?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blank is answered from this map; it illustrates the Sedan crossing students just completed.



	SLIDE 14
	The Race to the Channel


On-slide summary: The Race to the Channel; German armor turned west instead of south toward Paris.; The panzer divisions covered more than 150 miles in a week.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point out that German armor turned west toward the Channel instead of south toward Paris — that is the decision that wins the campaign.
•  Explain that the panzer divisions covered more than 150 miles in a week and reached the Channel near Abbeville on May 20.
•  Stress that this drive cut off more than a million Allied soldiers trapped in the north.
	
	•  Ask: "Why would Paris have been the wrong target?" Taking the capital would not have trapped the Allied armies, and cutting them off did.
•  Point out the callout: cutting an army off from its supply is faster than destroying it in battle.



	BACKGROUND
•  Guderian's leading units reached Abbeville and the sea on 20 May, ten days after the invasion began.
•  The armies cut off in the north included the British Expeditionary Force, the Belgian army, and the French First Army.
•  German commanders were more worried about their own exposed flanks than about the Allied response.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why go west to the sea instead of south to Paris?
•  What happens to an army that cannot be resupplied?
•  Where was this thrust most vulnerable, and why was it not stopped?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 14 blanks west, Abbeville, Belgium, and million.



	SLIDE 15
	The Channel Reached, 21 May 1940


On-slide summary: The Channel Reached, 21 May 1940; Note: U.S. Military Academy atlas map, 21 May 1940.; Abbeville on the coast
TALKING POINTS
	•  Point to Abbeville on the coast and trace the shaded corridor running from Sedan to the Channel, sealing off the armies cut off in the north.
•  Ask students to compare this map to the 16 May map and describe what changed in five days.
•  Ask students what direction is left for the trapped Allied armies once the coast is reached.
	
	•  Point out how thin the German corridor to the coast actually is on this map, and ask why that thinness did not matter.
•  Note this map is dated 21 May 1940, the same day the British counter-attack at Arras is marked on it.



	BACKGROUND
•  This is map 12 of the Department of History, United States Military Academy atlas of the Second World War in Europe.
•  The shaded corridor now runs from Sedan to the coast near Abbeville, sealing off the Allied armies in the north.
•  The British counter-attack at Arras on 21 May is marked on the map as Frankforce.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Compare this to the 16 May map: what changed in five days?
•  What is the only direction left for the trapped armies to go?
•  How thin is the German corridor, and why did that not matter?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blank is answered from this map; it illustrates the race to the Channel students just completed.



	SLIDE 16
	Dunkirk, May 26 to June 4


On-slide summary: Dunkirk, May 26 to June 4; The pocket closes; The trapped armies fall back on the port of Dunkirk
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk through the four rows: the pocket closes on Dunkirk, the German armor halts for three days, the evacuation runs from the beaches and the mole, and about 338,000 troops reach Britain.
•  Point out the callout: Dunkirk saved soldiers, not an army — almost every vehicle and gun was left behind.
•  Ask: "Is Dunkirk a victory, a defeat, or something in between?" Make students name what was saved and what was lost before they answer.
	
	•  Ask: "Why would a winning commander halt his tanks for three days?" Take answers before telling them historians still argue about the halt order.
•  Present the German halt order as a real, argued-over decision rather than a mystery, and move on.



	BACKGROUND
•  The German halt order of 24 May came from concern about worn-out tanks and open flanks, and Goering's claim the Luftwaffe could finish the job.
•  Operation Dynamo ran from 26 May to 4 June and evacuated about 338,000 British and French troops.
•  Britain left behind roughly 64,000 vehicles and almost all of its heavy artillery.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Was Dunkirk a victory, a defeat, or something in between?
•  What is an army without its vehicles and guns?
•  Why would a winning commander stop his tanks for three days?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 16 blanks Dunkirk, three, beaches, and 338,000.



	SLIDE 17
	Three Words for the Collapse


On-slide summary: Three Words for the Collapse; Salient; A bulge pushed into an enemy line, exposed on both sides but hard to cut off once it keeps moving
TALKING POINTS
	•  Define salient as a bulge pushed into an enemy line, exposed on both sides but hard to cut off once it keeps moving.
•  Define encirclement as surrounding an enemy force by cutting off supply and retreat instead of attacking it head-on.
•  Define armistice as an agreement to stop fighting, and note that France signed one with Germany on June 22, 1940.
	
	•  Point back at the earlier breakthrough maps when you teach salient — students have already watched one grow, now it gets a name.
•  Ask students why cutting an army off is often more effective than attacking it head-on.



	BACKGROUND
•  A salient is normally a liability, because it can be attacked from both flanks; in 1940 it kept moving faster than counter-attacks could form.
•  The encirclement of the northern armies was complete on 20 May when German troops reached the coast.
•  The armistice was signed on 22 June in the same railway carriage where Germany had signed in 1918.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why is a salient usually dangerous for the side that creates it?
•  Why is cutting an army off often better than attacking it head-on?
•  What is the difference between an armistice and a surrender?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 17 blanks all three terms, with each definition printed as the clue.



	SLIDE 18
	Why the French Command Could Not Keep Up


On-slide summary: Why the French Command Could Not Keep Up; Orders Took Too Long; French headquarters had no radio link to many units
TALKING POINTS
	•  Explain the first card: French headquarters had no radio link to many units, so written orders traveled by motorcycle courier and could take a day or more to arrive.
•  Point out the second card: by the time a report reached headquarters, the panzers had already moved on, so commanders planned against positions that no longer existed.
•  Explain the third card: French counter-attacks were ordered piece by piece, so units arrived separately and were beaten separately.
	
	•  Use a relay-race image: it doesn't matter how fast you run if the baton — the order — arrives late.
•  Ask: "Would better generals have fixed this, or was the problem built into the system?" The three cards point at the system because every delay is structural.



	BACKGROUND
•  French General Headquarters at Vincennes had no radio room and relied on telephone and courier.
•  German commanders such as Guderian and Rommel commanded from forward vehicles with radio links.
•  The French counter-attacks of 15-19 May were real and sometimes locally successful, but never simultaneous.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  How late is too late for a good decision?
•  Would better generals have fixed this, or was it built into the system?
•  Where in your own life does slow information cause a bad outcome?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 18 blanks radio, courier, moved, and separately.



	SLIDE 19
	June 1940: The End


On-slide summary: June 1940: The End; June 4; The Dunkirk evacuation ends
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk through the table: June 4 the Dunkirk evacuation ends, and June 5 Germany attacks south across the Somme against the remaining French armies alone.
•  Point out June 10, when Italy declares war on France and opens a second front in the south.
•  Note that German troops entered Paris on June 14, but the French government had already left the city.
	
	•  Ask students why France would declare Paris an open city instead of defending it street by street.
•  Stress the callout: six weeks separated the May 10 invasion from the June 22 armistice at Compiegne.



	BACKGROUND
•  Fall Rot, the German offensive south across the Somme and Aisne, opened on 5 June against a French army already stripped of its best formations.
•  Paris was declared an open city and was not defended; the government moved to Tours and then Bordeaux.
•  The armistice divided France into an occupied north and west and an unoccupied southern zone governed from Vichy.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why declare Paris an open city instead of defending it?
•  What did Italy gain by declaring war on 10 June?
•  Was there a point after 20 May when France could still have held?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 19 blanks Somme, Italy, Paris, and Compiegne.



	SLIDE 20
	Tempo and Concentration, Not Numbers


On-slide summary: Tempo and Concentration, Not Numbers; Key Concept: France was beaten by tempo and concentration, not by numbers.; What France Had
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk through the left column: France had more tanks than Germany committed, a large trained army, strong border forts, and a plan built for the war it expected.
•  Walk through the right column: Germany massed its armor at one point, replaced slow artillery with aircraft, and moved faster than French orders could be written.
•  Have students read the callout aloud together: France was beaten by tempo and concentration, not by numbers.
	
	•  Ask: "Which column would you rather have for a long war instead of a six-week campaign?" France's advantages were real but needed time to matter.
•  Ask: "Does this explanation let French soldiers off the hook, or does it move the blame to their planners?" Let students disagree here.



	BACKGROUND
•  Historians since the 1990s have moved away from explaining 1940 by French decadence or German miracle weapons.
•  The consensus explanation is operational: concentration at a decisive point, a faster decision cycle, and a French plan that put its best units in the wrong place.
•  Germany suffered around 27,000 dead in the campaign, so this was not a bloodless walkover.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which side of this chart would you rather have in a long war?
•  Does this explanation let French soldiers off the hook, or their planners?
•  Could France have used its tanks the German way in 1940?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 20 blanks tanks, forts, spreading, and orders.



	SLIDE 21
	What the Ambassador Saw, May 15, 1940


On-slide summary: What the Ambassador Saw, May 15, 1940; Remember: You will read a longer passage from this same telegram in Activity Part 4.; The French counter-attacks against the German hernia in the Sedan region had not succeeded . . . On the contrary, the hernia was growing hour by hour.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read the quotation aloud once: the French counter-attacks against the German hernia at Sedan had not succeeded, and the hernia was growing hour by hour.
•  Explain that a hernia is a bulge that tears through a wall, and Ambassador Bullitt is using that word to describe the salient at Sedan.
•  Ask: "Why would an ambassador reach for a doctor's word like hernia in an official telegram?" He needed a word for a bulge that keeps tearing.
	
	•  Ask: "What does the phrase hour by hour tell you about the speed of the breakthrough at Sedan?"
•  Tell students they will read a longer passage from this same May 15 telegram later, in Activity Part 4.



	BACKGROUND
•  William C. Bullitt was United States Ambassador to France from 1936 to 1940 and reported directly to President Roosevelt.
•  The word hernia is Premier Paul Reynaud's, quoted by Bullitt; a hernia is a rupture that pushes through a wall of tissue.
•  The telegram was sent on 15 May, five days into the invasion, and is printed in the official Foreign Relations of the United States series.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why choose a medical word instead of a military one?
•  What does hour by hour tell you about how fast this was moving?
•  Why would an American ambassador be the one recording this?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes Section 21 blanks hernia, Sedan, hour, and Bullitt.



	SLIDE 22
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Blitzkrieg was combined arms plus speed, not a secret weapon.; The Maginot Line was bypassed through the Ardennes, not broken.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Walk through the first two takeaways: blitzkrieg was combined arms plus speed, and the Maginot Line was bypassed through the Ardennes, not broken.
•  Point out that the Meuse crossing at Sedan on May 13 decided the campaign in just four days.
•  Stress the last takeaway: France had more tanks and still lost, because Germany concentrated its forces and moved faster.
	
	•  Ask: "Which of these takeaways will you use in Activity Part 5?" Have students say the takeaway out loud before they write it.
•  Tie it back to the opening question: a bigger army lost in six weeks because of tempo and concentration, not numbers.



	BACKGROUND
•  Six weeks is the number that carries this lesson: in 1914 the same two armies fought for four years without a decision.
•  The armistice was signed at Compiegne in the same railway carriage where Germany signed in 1918, a staging Hitler chose deliberately.
•  The operational explanation - concentration at one point and a faster decision cycle - is what students must be able to defend in Activity Part 5.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which takeaway best answers the question we opened with: why did the bigger army lose?
•  If France had more tanks, why is 'Germany had better equipment' the wrong explanation?
•  Which single decision mattered most - the Ardennes route, the Meuse crossing, or the turn west to the Channel?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should listen for: Blitzkrieg was combined arms plus speed, not a secret weapon.
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