	WORLD HISTORY
BLITZKRIEG AND THE FALL OF FRANCE
QUIZ  (12 MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS)



	Name:  
	Date:  
	Period:  



	
	Directions: Choose the best answer for each question.



	1.
	What does blitzkrieg describe?



	A. A new class of German heavy tank, better armored and better armed than any Allied design of 1940

	

	B. A way of attacking built on speed and concentration, using armor, aircraft, and radio together

	

	C. A defensive plan built around concrete forts, fixed guns, and deep underground shelters

	

	D. A bombing campaign aimed at enemy cities and civilians rather than at armies in the field


Answer:
	2.
	Why did Germany send its main attack through the Ardennes?



	A. French planners judged the region too rough for large tank forces, so it was lightly held

	

	B. It was the shortest road from the German border to the English Channel ports and the sea

	

	C. The Ardennes held the coal and steel works that Germany most wanted to seize intact

	

	D. Belgium had invited German troops to move through the region on their way into France


Answer:

	3.
	What happened to the Maginot Line in May 1940?



	A. German heavy artillery destroyed the line's forts one by one in the first week of fighting

	

	B. It was abandoned by its garrisons before the invasion began and never fired a shot

	

	C. It was bypassed rather than broken, and most of its forts held until the armistice

	

	D. It was never finished, and long stretches of it had no guns installed by May 1940


Answer:
	4.
	Where did German armor cross the Meuse and break the French line?



	A. Dunkirk
	B. Abbeville

	
	

	C. Compiegne
	D. Sedan


Answer:
	5.
	What does combined arms mean?



	A. Tanks, aircraft, infantry, and artillery fighting as one team rather than separately

	

	B. Two or more allied countries placing their separate national armies under one commander

	

	C. Equipping every soldier with more than one weapon so he can fight at any range

	

	D. Combining an army and a navy into a single service branch under one headquarters


Answer:
	6.
	What job did Stuka dive-bombers do at Sedan?



	A. They dropped paratroopers behind the French lines to seize the river bridges intact

	

	B. They bombed French cities far behind the front to force a quick surrender

	

	C. They provided close air support, hitting guns and bunkers in place of slow artillery

	

	D. They flew reconnaissance over the front only and carried no bombs at all


Answer:

	7.
	What did German armor do after breaking through at Sedan?



	A. Stopped at the river to wait for the marching infantry divisions to catch up
	B. Turned west and drove to the English Channel, cutting the Allied armies in two

	
	

	C. Drove straight south toward Paris to take the French capital within three days
	D. Turned back east to attack the forts of the Maginot Line from behind


Answer:
	8.
	Why could French commanders not respond to the breakthrough in time?



	A. French soldiers at the front refused the orders their commanders gave them

	

	B. France had no reserve units left anywhere in the country by the second week

	

	C. The French army had run out of fuel and ammunition by the middle of May and could not move

	

	D. Orders travelled slowly by courier and telephone and arrived after the panzers had moved on


Answer:
	9.
	How did French and German tank numbers compare in May 1940?



	A. Germany had roughly ten times as many tanks as France
	B. Neither side had more than a few hundred tanks

	
	

	C. France had more tanks than Germany committed in the West
	D. The two sides had exactly the same number of tanks


Answer:

	10.
	What is a salient?



	A. A bulge pushed into an enemy line, exposed on both sides but hard to cut off once it keeps moving

	

	B. A fortified strongpoint built to hold a river crossing against a heavy and sustained attack

	

	C. A written agreement between two armies to stop fighting for a fixed period

	

	D. A reserve force kept well behind the front line and held back for emergencies


Answer:
	11.
	What was the result of the Dunkirk evacuation?



	A. The trapped armies were destroyed on the beaches and almost no troops escaped

	

	B. The Allied armies broke out to the south and restored a continuous front in Belgium

	

	C. The evacuation was called off once German tanks reached the harbour at Dunkirk

	

	D. About 338,000 troops reached Britain, but their heavy equipment was left behind


Answer:
	12.
	When did France sign the armistice with Germany?



	A. May 20, 1940, the day German troops reached the Channel
	B. June 22, 1940, six weeks after the invasion began

	
	

	C. June 4, 1940, the day the Dunkirk evacuation ended
	D. September 3, 1939, when Britain and France declared war


Answer:
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