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SECTION 3
France in 1940: What Everyone Expected
The Puzzle This Lesson Solves
France had one of the largest armies in Western                in May 1940.
French planners expected a slow war of                like 1914-1918.
Germany invaded France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg on May               .
France signed an armistice six weeks later, on June               , 1940.
 
SECTION 4
Four Words Before the Invasion
The Vocabulary of the Campaign
               - A way of attacking built on speed and concentration, using armor, aircraft, and radio together to break through at one point
               - Tanks, aircraft, infantry, and artillery fighting as one team instead of operating separately
               - The belt of French concrete forts along the German border, built after 1918 to stop another invasion
               - The hilly, wooded region in Belgium and Luxembourg that French planners judged too rough for large tank forces
 
SECTION 5
The Maginot Line
What It Covered and What It Did Not
The Maginot Line was a belt of concrete forts along the French border with               .
The line stopped near the                border.
France would not fortify the frontier of an               .
The Maginot Line was               , not broken.
 
SECTION 6
The Ardennes: The Gap Everyone Discounted
A Hole in the Plan
The Ardennes is hilly, wooded country in Belgium and               .
French planners called the Ardennes                for large tank forces.
Only                French units were posted behind it.
Germany sent                panzer divisions through it in May 1940.
 
SECTION 8
Three Words for the Machine
How the Attack Was Built
               - The town on the Meuse River in France where German armor crossed on May 13, 1940 and broke the French line
               - A German unit that grouped tanks, motorized infantry, and artillery under one commander
               - Aircraft attacking troops and guns on the battlefield in place of slow-moving artillery
 
SECTION 9
What Blitzkrieg Actually Combined
Three Cards, Three Ingredients
Tanks were massed in panzer divisions at one narrow               .
               dive-bombers attacked French guns and bunkers.
Every German tank company could be reached by               .
French orders often arrived by messenger or               .
 
SECTION 10
The Numbers Were Not the Problem
What the Figures Show
Germany committed about                tanks in the West in May 1940.
Germany massed its tanks in                panzer divisions and struck one point.
France spread its tanks along the front to support the               .
France had more tanks than Germany, but fewer modern               .
 
SECTION 11
May 10-15, 1940: Six Days
Reading the Table
On May 10 the best Allied armies marched                to meet the attack.
On May 12 seven panzer divisions reached the                River.
On May 13 German troops crossed the Meuse at               .
On May 15 the French Premier telephoned                for aircraft.
 
SECTION 12
May 13: The Meuse at Sedan
Two Columns, One Day
               bombed French gun positions for hours.
German infantry crossed the Meuse in rubber               .
Engineers built                for the tanks by nightfall.
French counter-attacks were ordered too                to arrive together.
 
SECTION 14
The Race to the Channel
Ten Days to the Sea
German armor turned                instead of south toward Paris.
The panzer divisions reached the English Channel near                on May 20.
The Allied armies in                were cut off from the rest of France.
More than a                Allied soldiers were trapped in the north.
 
SECTION 16
Dunkirk, May 26 to June 4
What Was Saved and What Was Lost
The trapped armies fell back on the port of               .
German tanks stopped for                days to rest and secure their flanks.
Warships and civilian craft lifted troops from the                and the mole.
About                troops reached Britain, leaving their heavy weapons behind.
 
SECTION 17
Three Words for the Collapse
Naming What the Maps Showed
               - A bulge pushed into an enemy line, exposed on both sides but hard to cut off once it keeps moving
               - Surrounding an enemy force by cutting it off from supply and retreat instead of destroying it head-on
               - An agreement to stop fighting; France signed one with Germany on June 22, 1940
 
SECTION 18
Why the French Command Could Not Keep Up
Three Reasons Orders Arrived Too Late
French headquarters had no                link to many units.
Written orders travelled by motorcycle               .
By the time a report arrived, the panzers had                on.
Units arrived separately and were beaten               .
 
SECTION 19
June 1940: The End
Reading the Table
On June 5 Germany attacked south across the               .
On June 10                declared war on France.
On June 14 German troops entered               .
On June 22 France signed an armistice at               .
 
SECTION 20
Tempo and Concentration, Not Numbers
The Answer to the Puzzle
France had more                than Germany committed in the West.
France had a large trained army and strong border               .
Germany massed its armor at one point instead of                it.
Germany moved faster than French                could be written.
 
SECTION 21
What the Ambassador Saw, May 15, 1940
The Line Students Will Read Again
French counter-attacks against the German                had not succeeded.
The hernia was in the                region.
On the contrary, the hernia was                hour by hour.
William C. Bullitt was the U.S.                to France.
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