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LEARNING TARGETS
1. Explain how the alliance system divided Europe into two competing blocs by 1914.
2. Describe the mutual-defense terms of the Triple Alliance and the Triple Entente.
3. Analyze how militarism and nationalism raised tension among the great powers.
4. Explain how Franz Ferdinand's assassination triggered the July Crisis.
5. Evaluate how alliances turned a regional crisis into a continental war.

SECTION 1
Europe in 1900: A Continent of Great Powers
Six Rivals, One Continent
By 1900,                major powers competed for influence across Europe.
Britain, France, Germany,               , Russia, and Italy led the continent.
Each power built its economy,               , and military to rival the others.
Smaller                states had far less say over their own national affairs.
 
SECTION 2
The Alliance System: A Network of Promises
Promises With Teeth
An alliance system is a network of               -defense treaties among nations.
Each signatory promises to support its partners if one is               .
Leaders saw alliances as a way to                attack by raising its cost.
By               , nearly every great power belonged to one bloc or another.
 
SECTION 3
The Triple Alliance, 1882
Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy signed the Triple Alliance in               .
Each signatory promised military help if another was attacked               .
Germany's Chancellor                built the alliance to keep France isolated.
The treaty's precise terms stayed formally                for decades.
 
SECTION 4
The Triple Entente, 1894-1907
Three Linked Agreements
France and Russia signed a military alliance in               .
Britain and France settled colonial disputes in the 1904               .
Britain and Russia reached a similar understanding in               .
Unlike the Triple Alliance, the Entente was a set of linked                agreements.
 
SECTION 5
Family Ties and National Alliances
Kinship vs. Nationhood
Kaiser Wilhelm II and King George V were first               .
Nicholas II and George V were cousins through their                mothers.
Each monarch led a separate great power with its own               .
Kinship did not override each nation's alliance               .
 
SECTION 6
Militarism: The Arms Race
Building Up, Not Standing Down
Britain and Germany competed to build                battleships.
Military strength became a mark of national               .
Military                staffs drew detailed mobilization timetables.
Mobilization timetables were written in               , before any crisis began.
 
SECTION 7
Nationalism and Imperial Rivalry
Pride, Pan-Movements, and Empire
               means strong pride in and devotion to one's own nation.
Pan-               encouraged Slavic peoples to look toward Russia for support.
Pan-               encouraged German-speaking peoples to unite under one banner.
Nationalist movements threatened                empires like Austria-Hungary.
 
SECTION 8
The Balkans: Powder Keg of Europe
A Region Ready to Ignite
Austria-Hungary formally annexed                in 1908.
               hoped to unite South Slavic peoples, alarming Austria-Hungary.
Two Balkan Wars in                redrew borders and raised tensions further.
Historians often call the region the '               of Europe' before 1914.
 
SECTION 9
The Assassination at Sarajevo, June 28, 1914
One Event, One Trigger
Archduke Franz Ferdinand visited                with his wife Sophie on June 28, 1914.
A wrong turn brought the royal                close to Gavrilo Princip.
A Serbian nationalist group's member was Gavrilo               .
Austria-Hungary held Serbia's government                for the killing.
 
SECTION 10
The July Crisis: Five Weeks to War
A Timeline of Demands
On July 23, Austria-Hungary sent Serbia an                with strict demands.
On July               , Serbia accepted most, but not all, of the terms.
Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia on July               .
On July 29-30, Russia began                in support of Serbia.
 
SECTION 11
The Alliance Dominoes Fall
A Chain of Declarations
On August 1, Germany declared war on               , honoring its alliance with Austria-Hungary.
On August 3, Germany declared war on France, Russia's partner in the               .
German forces moved through                on the way toward France.
Within a week,                of the six great powers were formally at war.
               stayed neutral in 1914 despite signing the Triple Alliance.
Britain was bound to Belgium by an                treaty.
 
SECTION 12
Reading the Triple Alliance: Mutual Defense in Writing
Language That Binds
The quoted clause comes from                II of the 1882 treaty.
The treaty says the other parties 'shall be               ' to lend help with all their forces.
Article II promises help with all their                to the Party attacked.
Students analyze this treaty in the Activity's                Source Spotlight.
 
SECTION 13
What Caused World War I? Five Factors Together
Five Factors, One War
The arms race is an example of               .
Mutual-defense treaties linked nations through the                system.
National pride and rivalry describe               .
Colonial competition among the powers describes               .
 
SECTION 14
Reference Guide: The Alliance System
Five Exact Definitions
              : A network of mutual-defense treaties among nations that commits each signatory to support its partners if one is attacked.
              : The 1882 treaty binding Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy to mutual defense.
              : The informal partnership among France, Russia, and Britain formed through separate agreements between 1894 and 1907.
              : A policy of building up armed forces and glorifying military strength as a tool of national policy.
              : Strong pride in and devotion to one's own nation, often placing national interest above cooperation with other nations.
 
SECTION 15
Reference Guide: Crisis and War
Five Exact Definitions
              : The official process of assembling and readying a nation's armed forces for war.
              : The five-week diplomatic crisis between the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand on June 28, 1914 and the outbreak of general war in early August 1914.
              : A final set of demands issued by one government to another, backed by the threat of serious consequences if rejected.
              : The heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne whose assassination in Sarajevo on June 28, 1914 triggered the July Crisis.
              : The World War I coalition of Germany, Austria-Hungary, and their wartime allies, which grew out of the Triple Alliance.
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