	WORLD HISTORY
TEACHER PRESENTATION NOTES
AGGRESSION AND APPEASEMENT


Two slides per page. Use the cards below as your teaching script for each slide.
	SLIDE 1
	Aggression and Appeasement


On-slide summary: Aggression and Appeasement; Why the Democracies Said Yes
TALKING POINTS
	•  Appeasement is the word this whole lesson turns on, so define it loosely now and precisely on the vocabulary slide.
•  The subtitle says the democracies said yes, so ask what a democracy has to weigh that a dictatorship does not.
	
	•  Appeasement is the lesson's test case, because giving in was meant to buy safety rather than invite the next demand.
•  Students often arrive certain that appeasement was cowardice; the job today is to test that verdict against evidence.



	BACKGROUND
•  Appeasement names the policy Britain and France followed toward Germany from 1935 to March 1939.
•  This lesson sits after the rise of Hitler in Unit 13 and before the outbreak of war in September 1939.
•  Both photographs in this deck are Library of Congress public domain images: hec.25029 and hec.47384.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  When is giving in the smart move, and when is it the dangerous one?
•  If someone keeps asking for more, when do you stop saying yes?
•  Can a country be talked out of starting a war?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students open the Guided Notes now; the first blanks come from the Versailles slide that follows.



	SLIDE 2
	Learning Targets


On-slide summary: Learning Targets; Trace German expansion from the Rhineland in 1936 to Prague in March 1939.; Define appeasement and explain what its supporters expected it to achieve.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Target five is the one that matters most: evaluate the reasoning behind appeasement using evidence, not hindsight.
•  Point out that the lesson runs from the Rhineland in 1936 all the way to Prague in March 1939.
	
	•  Judging by hindsight is the trap here, because the outcome was not knowable in 1938.
•  The Munich Agreement target asks what it cost Czechoslovakia, because the country that lost territory never signed anything.



	BACKGROUND
•  Target five is the evaluation target and the one the Activity Part 5 written verdict is scored against.
•  The lesson covers four years, from the Rhineland in March 1936 to Prague in March 1939.
•  Targets one to four are recall and explanation; target five is the judgment students build toward.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Is it fair to judge a decision by what happened after it?
•  What would you need to know to judge a 1938 decision honestly?
•  Which target do you think will be the hardest to hit?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 3 opens on the next slide with the Treaty of Versailles blanks.



	SLIDE 3
	Europe After Versailles


On-slide summary: Europe After Versailles; The Treaty of Versailles ended the First World War in 1919.; It took territory from Germany and capped its army at 100,000 men.
TALKING POINTS
	•  The Treaty of Versailles is the starting point, because every demand later in this lesson is framed as undoing it.
•  The army cap of 100,000 men and the ban on troops in the Rhineland are the two clauses students must hold onto.
	
	•  Why would a treaty many Germans called a humiliation make a leader promising to tear it up popular?
•  Hitler came to power in 1933, so the treaty had already been resented for fourteen years before he acted.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Treaty of Versailles was signed in June 1919 and capped the German army at 100,000 men.
•  The Rhineland was demilitarized by the treaty, meaning German troops could not be stationed there.
•  Hitler became Chancellor in January 1933 and had campaigned against the treaty for a decade.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a treaty signed in 1919 still be causing crises twenty years later?
•  Is a peace settlement that one side resents actually a peace?
•  Should a peace treaty punish the losing side at all?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 3 blanks the year 1919, the 100,000-man army cap, the Rhineland, and 1933.



	SLIDE 4
	Four Words Before the Crisis


On-slide summary: Four Words Before the Crisis; Treaty of Versailles; The 1919 settlement that took territory from Germany and capped the size of its army
TALKING POINTS
	•  Collective security and appeasement are opposite answers to the same question, so teach them as a pair.
•  The League of Nations had no army of its own, which is the detail that explains why collective security kept failing.
	
	•  Have students say appeasement aloud and put it in their own words before the definition goes into the Guided Notes.
•  Note that one of these four is a policy and one is only a body meant to enforce it.



	BACKGROUND
•  The League of Nations was created in 1920 and had no standing army of its own.
•  Collective security depended on member states agreeing to act together, which they repeatedly did not.
•  Appeasement was a deliberate, openly argued policy in the 1930s, not a secret or an accident.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these four words describes a policy, and which describes an institution?
•  Can collective security work if no member wants to move first?
•  Which of these four ideas still shows up in the news today?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 4 blanks all four terms, with each definition printed as the clue.



	SLIDE 5
	Hitler's Demands, Step by Step


On-slide summary: Hitler's Demands, Step by Step; March 1935; Announced rearmament, breaking Versailles limits
TALKING POINTS
	•  The response column reads Protests only three times in a row, which is the pattern students should notice first.
•  Each step was larger than the last: rearmament, then the Rhineland, then Austria, then the Sudetenland.
	
	•  Why would a leader who got away with three demands expect to get away with a fourth?
•  March 1939 is the only row where the response changes, because that is when appeasement is abandoned.



	BACKGROUND
•  German rearmament was announced publicly in March 1935, in open breach of the Versailles limits.
•  The Allied response column stays identical for three years before Munich changes it.
•  The March 1939 seizure of the Czech lands is the row where the policy finally breaks.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  At which row would you have drawn the line, and why there?
•  What does an unchanging response column teach an aggressive leader?
•  What would have to change in the response column to stop the pattern?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 5 blanks rearmament, the Rhineland, the Munich Agreement, and Czechoslovakia.



	SLIDE 6
	March 1936: The Rhineland


On-slide summary: March 1936: The Rhineland; Did You Know: German commanders later admitted they would have withdrawn if France had marched.; What Germany Did
TALKING POINTS
	•  German commanders later admitted they would have withdrawn if France had marched, which makes 1936 the cheapest missed chance.
•  France did not move without British support, so this is a failure of two countries, not one.
	
	•  The move broke both the Versailles and Locarno treaties and still drew nothing but protests.
•  If the German troops were ordered to retreat when challenged, why did nobody challenge them?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Locarno treaties of 1925 had confirmed the demilitarized status of the Rhineland by Germany's own agreement.
•  The German force sent in was small and had orders to withdraw if it met French resistance.
•  France was in a caretaker government period and would not act without British backing.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Was this a military failure or a political one?
•  Why is it harder to act first than to protest?
•  Who carried more of the blame in 1936, Britain or France?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 6 blanks the Rhineland, Locarno, retreat, and France.



	SLIDE 7
	Three Steps in Three Words


On-slide summary: Three Steps in Three Words; Remilitarization of the Rhineland; Germany's move of troops back into the border zone Versailles had ordered kept empty, March 1936
TALKING POINTS
	•  Anschluss is pronounced AN-shloos; say it twice before students write it into the Guided Notes.
•  All three terms name a place or a moment, which is why they are easy to confuse and worth drilling.
	
	•  The Sudetenland definition carries three million German speakers, because that number was Hitler's whole justification.
•  Compare the three steps by how hard each would have been to reverse once done.



	BACKGROUND
•  Anschluss is German for connection or union and had been explicitly banned by the Versailles treaty.
•  The Sudetenland's German-speaking population had been inside Czechoslovakia since the country was created in 1918.
•  All three terms describe territory, which is what makes them easy for students to confuse.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these three was the hardest to reverse once it had happened?
•  Does sharing a language give one country a claim on another's territory?
•  Which of these three words will be hardest to remember, and why?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 7 blanks all three terms, with each definition printed as the clue.



	SLIDE 8
	March 1938: Austria


On-slide summary: March 1938: Austria; The Takeover; German troops entered Austria on March 12, 1938.
TALKING POINTS
	•  The justification card is the important one, because Hitler's claim was always that he was uniting German speakers.
•  German troops entered Austria on March 12, 1938, and the vote that followed was neither free nor secret.
	
	•  Germany gained about 6.5 million people and Austria's army, so the balance of force shifted before a shot was fired.
•  If crowds really did cheer, does that make the takeover legitimate?



	BACKGROUND
•  German troops crossed into Austria on 12 March 1938 and met no military resistance.
•  The plebiscite held in April 1938 was conducted openly, with no secret ballot and heavy pressure.
•  Italy had previously blocked a German move on Austria in 1934 but did not object in 1938.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  If a population welcomes an occupying army, is it still an occupation?
•  Why did Italy change its position between 1934 and 1938?
•  How would you tell a real celebration from a staged one?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 8 blanks the date 12, Germans, secret, and the figure 6.5 million.



	SLIDE 9
	The Sudeten Crisis, 1938


On-slide summary: The Sudeten Crisis, 1938; About three million German speakers lived in the Sudetenland.; The region held Czechoslovakia's border forts and arms factories.
TALKING POINTS
	•  The Sudetenland held Czechoslovakia's border forts and arms factories, so giving it up meant giving up the defenses.
•  Czechoslovakia had a defense treaty with France, which is the promise that gets broken at Munich.
	
	•  Through September 1938 Europe expected war within days, and students should feel how close this came.
•  Why would three million German speakers be enough of a reason to redraw a border?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Sudetenland ran along Czechoslovakia's mountainous frontier and held its prepared border fortifications.
•  Czechoslovakia's 1924 alliance with France obliged France to come to its aid if attacked.
•  The crisis peaked in the last week of September 1938, when several armies began mobilizing.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why would a country build its defenses on a border where the other language group lives?
•  What should an ally do when honoring a treaty means war?
•  Was Czechoslovakia's border ever really defensible?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 9 blanks three million, the border forts, and France.



	SLIDE 10
	Washington, September 12, 1938


On-slide summary: Washington, September 12, 1938; Note: Washington, 1938.; Map of Czechoslovakia
TALKING POINTS
	•  This is Czechoslovakia's acting minister in Washington, listening to a Hitler speech by radio in September 1938.
•  The printed map behind him is a nationality map of Czechoslovakia, the exact argument the crisis was about.
	
	•  Give the class thirty silent seconds with this Washington photograph before anyone speaks.
•  What does it tell you that a country's fate was being decided by a speech it could only listen to?



	BACKGROUND
•  The man shown is Dr. Karel Brejska, Charge d'Affaires and acting Minister of the Czechoslovak Legation in Washington.
•  The photograph is dated 12 September 1938, the day of Hitler's Nuremberg rally speech on the Sudetenland.
•  Library of Congress, Harris & Ewing Collection, LCCN 2016873999; no known restrictions on publication.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What can a diplomat thousands of miles away actually do in a crisis like this?
•  Why would he keep a nationality map on the wall?
•  What would you have done in this diplomat's position?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blank is answered from this photograph; it illustrates the Sudeten crisis section students just completed.



	SLIDE 11
	Why Britain and France Held Back


On-slide summary: Why Britain and France Held Back; Memory of 1914-18; Britain and France lost over 2 million dead.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Britain and France lost over 2 million dead in the First World War, and almost every family had lost someone.
•  Britain began serious rearmament only from 1936, so in 1938 modern fighters and radar were not ready.
	
	•  Students who can argue the case for appeasement write far better Part 5 paragraphs than students who only condemn it.
•  Weigh the four constraints against each other, because leaders faced all of them at once.



	BACKGROUND
•  Britain lost about 900,000 dead and France about 1.4 million in the First World War.
•  Britain's rearmament program accelerated from 1936, with the first Spitfires reaching squadrons in 1938.
•  The Soviet Union had no land border with Czechoslovakia and was distrusted by both Britain and France.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these four constraints do you find most convincing?
•  Is 'we were not ready' a reason or an excuse?
•  Which constraint would you have argued hardest against?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 11 blanks 2 million, 1936, border, and isolationist.



	SLIDE 12
	The Constraints in Numbers


On-slide summary: The Constraints in Numbers; Fact: Britain had far more modern fighters in 1940 than it could have put up in 1938.
TALKING POINTS
	•  The rearmament argument is the strongest defense of appeasement, because a year of delay bought real aircraft.
•  Few modern Spitfires were in service in 1938 and the Chain Home radar network was still being built.
	
	•  The United States was isolationist and would not fight, because the Neutrality Acts ruled out any American commitment.
•  Does needing more time to rearm justify handing over someone else's territory?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Chain Home radar chain was still under construction through 1938 and was not complete around the coast.
•  Spitfire deliveries to RAF squadrons had only just begun in the summer of 1938.
•  The Neutrality Acts meant no American military commitment was legally available to Britain or France.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Does buying time count as a victory if you use the time well?
•  How would you decide whether a delay was worth the cost?
•  How much time is a country entitled to buy?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 12 blanks Spitfires, Chain Home, and fight.



	SLIDE 13
	Munich, September 29-30, 1938


On-slide summary: Munich, September 29-30, 1938; Four powers met; Britain, France, Italy, and Germany negotiated at Munich
TALKING POINTS
	•  Stress the second row, because the country losing the territory was not allowed in the room.
•  Four powers met at Munich, and Czechoslovakia was not one of them.
	
	•  German troops occupied the region in the first days of October, only days after the signatures.
•  Chamberlain flew home to cheering crowds, but is relief the same thing as being right?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Munich conference opened on 29 September 1938 and the agreement was signed in the early hours of 30 September.
•  Czechoslovak representatives were present in Munich but were kept out of the negotiating room.
•  German occupation of the Sudetenland began on 1 October 1938.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Can an agreement be legitimate if the country most affected did not sign it?
•  What did Britain and France actually gain at Munich?
•  Would you have signed the agreement in that room?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 13 blanks Italy, room, and October.



	SLIDE 14
	Czechoslovakia Was Not in the Room


On-slide summary: Czechoslovakia Was Not in the Room; Key Concept: A country can lose a war it never fought if its allies decide not to fight for it.; What Czechoslovakia Lost
TALKING POINTS
	•  Czechoslovakia lost the Sudetenland, its mountain defenses, and about a third of its industry in one night.
•  France would not honor its defense treaty and Britain urged acceptance, so fighting alone was hopeless.
	
	•  What is a treaty worth if the country that signed it decides not to honor it?
•  The border forts were handed over intact, which is why the country could not resist six months later.



	BACKGROUND
•  The Sudetenland contained roughly a third of Czechoslovakia's industrial capacity.
•  The border fortifications were surrendered intact and were later studied by German engineers.
•  France chose not to honor the 1924 alliance, and Britain pressed Prague to accept the terms.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What is an alliance worth if it is abandoned under pressure?
•  Did Czechoslovakia have any realistic alternative?
•  Who failed Czechoslovakia most, France or Britain?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 14 blanks defenses, third, France, and accept.



	SLIDE 15
	America Watches, September 1938


On-slide summary: America Watches, September 1938; The United States was neutral and firmly isolationist.; The Neutrality Acts barred arms sales to countries at war.
TALKING POINTS
	•  The Neutrality Acts barred arms sales to countries at war, so Roosevelt had no material help to offer.
•  Roosevelt had no power to promise military help, which is exactly why he sent messages instead.
	
	•  Set up the Activity primary source here, because the message Roosevelt sent is what students read in Part 4.
•  If a president has no army he is willing to send, what is a message actually worth?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Neutrality Acts of 1935, 1936, and 1937 restricted American arms sales to belligerent nations.
•  American public opinion in 1938 was strongly against involvement in another European war.
•  Roosevelt's September 1938 telegrams were among the few diplomatic tools available to him.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What can a neutral country actually do in someone else's crisis?
•  Is sending a message worth doing if you cannot back it up?
•  Should a neutral country speak up at all?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 15 blanks Neutrality, military, and negotiating.



	SLIDE 16
	President Roosevelt at the White House Microphones, 1938


On-slide summary: President Roosevelt at the White House Microphones, 1938; Note: White House, 1938.; Network microphones
TALKING POINTS
	•  Say plainly that this is a 1938 photograph of Roosevelt at the White House microphones, not the telegram being sent.
•  The September 26 message was a telegram, so these microphones show the man rather than the moment.
	
	•  The Library of Congress dates this negative only to 1938, which is why the caption gives no month.
•  Why does it matter that a photograph is captioned honestly?



	BACKGROUND
•  Library of Congress, Harris & Ewing Collection, LCCN 2016883801, digital ID hec.47384; no known restrictions on publication.
•  The Library dates the negative only to 1938; the adjacent negative hec.47381 is dated 29 January 1938.
•  The September 26, 1938 appeal was a diplomatic telegram, not a radio address.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Why does the caption give a year but no month?
•  How should a photograph be labeled when its exact date is uncertain?
•  What can a photograph prove about an event, and what can it never prove?



	GUIDED NOTES
	No blank is answered from this photograph; it illustrates the America Watches section students just completed.



	SLIDE 17
	Roosevelt Appeals to the Leaders


On-slide summary: Roosevelt Appeals to the Leaders; Remember: You will read a longer passage from this same message in Activity Part 4.; There is no problem so difficult or so pressing for solution that it cannot be justly solved by the resort to reason rather than by the resort to force.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Read Roosevelt's sentence aloud once, then ask what a president can do when he has no army he will send.
•  The phrase resort to reason rather than the resort to force is the line students meet again in Activity Part 4.
	
	•  He sent the same appeal to Hitler, to Czechoslovakia, and to the British and French leaders on the same day.
•  The appeal assumes reason can outrank force, because Roosevelt had no army he was willing to send.



	BACKGROUND
•  The identical text went to Hitler, to President Benes of Czechoslovakia, and to the British and French heads of government.
•  The telegram was sent from Washington in the early hours of 26 September 1938, four days before Munich.
•  It is printed in Foreign Relations of the United States, 1938, Volume I, Document 631.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Does an appeal to reason work on someone who has already chosen force?
•  Why send the same words to both sides of a dispute?
•  Would you have sent this telegram, knowing it might fail?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 17 blanks the date 26, reason, and French.



	SLIDE 18
	March 1939: Appeasement Ends


On-slide summary: March 1939: Appeasement Ends; German troops entered Prague on March 15, 1939.; Germany took the Czech lands that Munich had left alone.
TALKING POINTS
	•  This is the turn: once Hitler took Czech lands, his claim about German speakers collapsed.
•  German troops entered Prague on March 15, 1939, taking the Czech lands Munich had left alone.
	
	•  Britain and France guaranteed Poland's independence weeks later, because the policy of appeasement was finished.
•  Why did taking Czech rather than German speakers change everything for Britain and France?



	BACKGROUND
•  German forces entered Prague on 15 March 1939 and the Czech lands became a German protectorate.
•  The population taken in March 1939 was Czech-speaking, which destroyed the German-speakers justification.
•  Britain and France issued a guarantee of Poland's independence on 31 March 1939.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  What finally changed British and French minds?
•  Why did this step break the policy when the earlier ones did not?
•  Should Britain and France have acted sooner than March 1939?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 18 blanks the date 15, Czech, and Poland.



	SLIDE 19
	Three Words for What Followed


On-slide summary: Three Words for What Followed; Munich Agreement; The September 1938 deal handing Germany the Sudetenland, agreed without Czechoslovakia
TALKING POINTS
	•  The Munich Agreement definition says the deal was agreed without Czechoslovakia, which is the point to stress.
•  Rearmament is the term that connects this lesson to the Battle of Britain in the next one.
	
	•  Isolationism explains why the United States stayed out, and it returns when students study Pearl Harbor.
•  Which of these three words best explains what happened after Munich?



	BACKGROUND
•  The Munich Agreement was signed by Britain, France, Italy, and Germany, without Czechoslovakia.
•  British rearmament spending rose sharply after Munich and again after March 1939.
•  American isolationism persisted until the attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which of these three words does the most work in explaining what came next?
•  Did Munich buy time, or just delay a harder fight?
•  Which of these three words will still matter in 1941?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Guided Notes SECTION 19 blanks all three terms, with each definition printed as the clue.



	SLIDE 20
	Key Takeaways


On-slide summary: Key Takeaways; Every German demand from 1935 to 1938 was framed as undoing Versailles.; Appeasement was a decision made under real constraints, not simple cowardice.
TALKING POINTS
	•  Ask which takeaway students would defend in Activity Part 5, because picking a side aloud makes the paragraph easier.
•  Takeaway two is the argument of the whole lesson: appeasement was a decision made under real constraints.
	
	•  March 1939 ended appeasement when Hitler took land with no German claim, which is the cleanest test students have.
•  Takeaway five says March 1939 ended appeasement, which is the claim students most often argue with.



	BACKGROUND
•  The five takeaways map directly onto the five learning targets opened at the start of the lesson.
•  Takeaway two is the claim the Activity Part 5 written verdict asks students to accept or reject.
•  The next lesson in Unit 13 picks up with the outbreak of war in September 1939.
	
	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
•  Which takeaway would you argue with?
•  If you had to defend appeasement in one sentence, what would you say?
•  What is the one sentence you would keep from this lesson?



	GUIDED NOTES
	Students should now have every Guided Notes section complete and can start Activity Part 1.
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