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SECTION 3
Europe After Versailles
The Treaty Everything Starts From
The Treaty of Versailles ended the First World War in 1919.
The treaty capped the German army at 100,000 men.
German troops were banned from the Rhineland along the French border.
Hitler came to power in 1933 promising to tear the treaty up.
 
SECTION 4
Four Words Before the Crisis
The Vocabulary of the 1930s
Treaty of Versailles - The 1919 settlement that took territory from Germany and capped the size of its army
League of Nations - The body created in 1920 to settle disputes peacefully, which had no army of its own
Collective security - The idea that countries stop an aggressor by promising to act against it together
Appeasement - Giving in to some of an aggressive country's demands in the hope of avoiding a war
 
SECTION 5
Hitler's Demands, Step by Step
Reading the Table
In March 1935 Germany announced rearmament, breaking the Versailles limits.
In March 1936 Germany marched troops into the Rhineland.
The Allied response to the September 1938 demand was the Munich Agreement.
In March 1939 Germany took the rest of Czechoslovakia.
 
SECTION 6
March 1936: The Rhineland
Two Columns, Two Decisions
Germany sent troops into the demilitarized Rhineland in March 1936.
The move broke Versailles and the 1925 Locarno treaty Germany had signed itself.
German troops were ordered to retreat if France fought.
France did not move without British support.
 
SECTION 7
Three Steps in Three Words
Three Words That Frame the Crisis
Remilitarization of the Rhineland - Germany's move of troops back into the border zone Versailles had ordered kept empty, March 1936
Anschluss - The union of Austria with Germany in March 1938, which the Versailles treaty had forbidden
Sudetenland - The border region of Czechoslovakia where about three million German speakers lived
 
SECTION 8
March 1938: Austria
Takeover, Justification, Response
German troops entered Austria on March 12, 1938.
Hitler said Austrians were Germans returning home.
A vote held afterwards was neither free nor secret.
Germany gained about 6.5 million people and Austria's army.
 
SECTION 9
The Sudeten Crisis, 1938
What Was Being Demanded
About three million German speakers lived in the Sudetenland.
The region held Czechoslovakia's border forts and arms factories.
Czechoslovakia had a defense treaty with France.
 
SECTION 11
Why Britain and France Held Back
Four Real Constraints
Britain and France lost over 2 million dead in the First World War.
Britain began serious rearmament only from 1936.
Voters would not back a war over a distant border.
The United States was firmly isolationist.
 
SECTION 12
The Constraints in Numbers
What the Figures Show
Few modern Spitfires were in service in 1938.
The Chain Home radar network was still being built.
The United States was isolationist and would not fight.
 
SECTION 13
Munich, September 29-30, 1938
What Happened at Munich
Four powers met at Munich: Britain, France, Italy, and Germany.
The country losing the territory was not allowed in the room.
German troops occupied the region in the first days of October.
 
SECTION 14
Czechoslovakia Was Not in the Room
The Cost and the Reason
Czechoslovakia lost the Sudetenland and its mountain defenses.
It lost about a third of its industry.
France would not honor its defense treaty.
Britain urged Czechoslovakia to accept the terms.
 
SECTION 15
America Watches, September 1938
What America Could and Could Not Do
The Neutrality Acts barred arms sales to countries at war.
Roosevelt had no power to promise military help.
He asked the leaders to keep negotiating rather than use force.
 
SECTION 17
Roosevelt Appeals to the Leaders
The Line Students Will Read Again
Roosevelt sent this message on September 26, 1938.
He argued for the resort to reason rather than the resort to force.
He sent the same appeal to Hitler, to Czechoslovakia, and to the British and French leaders.
 
SECTION 18
March 1939: Appeasement Ends
The Moment the Policy Ends
German troops entered Prague on March 15, 1939.
The people taken were Czech, not German speakers.
Britain and France guaranteed Poland's independence weeks later.
 
SECTION 19
Three Words for What Followed
The Words That Carry Forward
Munich Agreement - The September 1938 deal handing Germany the Sudetenland, agreed without Czechoslovakia
Rearmament - The rebuilding of a country's armed forces, which Britain and France began late in the 1930s
Isolationism - The belief that the United States should stay out of wars fought outside the Americas
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